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This resource is intended to assist professionals who work with international educational records 
and need to review information related to dates of study as well as conferral dates and dates of 
birth. This volume comprises two parts.

Part I: Academic Calendars

This section identifies the academic calendars at the upper secondary level as well as the tertiary 
level for nearly 100 countries. For each country, the start and end of the academic year are listed.
When applicable and available, the organization of the school terms is also listed, such as whether 
they follow a semester, trimester or quarter format. 

The information provided covers the most general patterns found. Note that dates can vary by 
municipality, by institution, and also by field of study within an institution (e.g., law, medicine…).
Seasonal issues, such as monsoons and snow, can also impact variations found in the academic 
calendar of a country and the regions within it.

For the purpose of this publication, the start and end of each term were listed as specified by our 
resources. Otherwise, we identified the start of a term by when teaching begins and its conclusion 
by when examinations end, when they are given. The standard academic calendar year is reported 
and does not include summer terms, unless otherwise noted. Where the upper secondary school 
system is concerned, focus is placed on local school calendars rather than international school 
calendars.

The academic calendars here are formulated from information found in existing resources on 
world educational systems, government websites, school websites, exchanges with ministry 
representatives, and newspaper articles.

Part II: Calendar Systems and Conversions

The most widely used civil calendar across the globe is the Western calendar. Also known as the 
Gregorian calendar, it is named after Pope Gregory XII, who introduced it toward the end of the 
16th century. 

Not all countries, however, use this calendar and may have its own system of dating. This section 
highlights a number of different calendar systems that exist with tips on how to convert them to 
the Gregorian calendar. While not exhaustive, it does focus on regions where academic records 
may refer to a different system. Fortunately, the task of converting dates is now easier with online 
calendar converters. Additionally, many of these countries also issue official records in English with 
the dates in the Western calendar format. However, it is always handy for evaluation professionals 
to be able to spot check the dates as part of the review process. For this reason, a range of sample 
documents and related glossaries have also been included here.
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This resource is intended to assist professionals who work with international educational records 
and need to review information related to dates of study as well as conferral dates and dates of 
birth. This volume comprises two parts.

Part I: Academic Calendars

This section identifies the academic calendars at the upper secondary level as well as the tertiary 
level for nearly 100 countries. For each country, the start and end of the academic year are listed. 
When applicable and available, the organization of the school terms is also listed, such as whether 
they follow a semester, trimester or quarter format. 

The information provided covers the most general patterns found. Note that dates can vary by 
municipality, by institution, and also by field of study within an institution (e.g., law, medicine…). 
Seasonal issues, such as monsoons and snow, can also impact variations found in the academic 
calendar of a country and the regions within it.

For the purpose of this publication, the start and end of each term were listed as specified by our 
resources. Otherwise, we identified the start of a term by when teaching begins and its conclusion 
by when examinations end, when they are given. The standard academic calendar year is reported 
and does not include summer terms, unless otherwise noted. Where the upper secondary school 
system is concerned, focus is placed on local school calendars rather than international school 
calendars.

The academic calendars here are formulated from information found in existing resources on 
world educational systems, government websites, school websites, exchanges with ministry 
representatives, and newspaper articles.

Part II: Calendar Systems and Conversions

The most widely used civil calendar across the globe is the Western calendar. Also known as the 
Gregorian calendar, it is named after Pope Gregory XII, who introduced it toward the end of the 
16th century. 

Not all countries, however, use this calendar and may have its own system of dating. This section 
highlights a number of different calendar systems that exist with tips on how to convert them to 
the Gregorian calendar. While not exhaustive, it does focus on regions where academic records 
may refer to a different system. Fortunately, the task of converting dates is now easier with online 
calendar converters. Additionally, many of these countries also issue official records in English with 
the dates in the Western calendar format. However, it is always handy for evaluation professionals 
to be able to spot check the dates as part of the review process. For this reason, a range of sample 
documents and related glossaries have also been included here.
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ALBANIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July
First Semester: October to February
Second Semester: March to June/July

Notes
none

ANDORRA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to April
Third Term: April to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

ARMENIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June/July
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ALBANIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July
First Semester: October to February
Second Semester: March to June/July

Notes
none

ANDORRA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to April
Third Term: April to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

ARMENIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June/July
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Notes
none

AUSTRALIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January/February to December
First Term: January/February to March/April
Second Term: April to June/July
Third Term: July to September
Fourth Term: October to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: March to November/December
First Semester: March to June/July
Second Semester: July to November/December

Notes
The academic year in Australia typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
Most universities have two semesters a year, with the exception of Bond University, which has 
three – each lasting fourteen weeks each. 

AUSTRIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July 
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: March to June/July

Notes
The academic year at universities of applied science (Fachhochschulen) can start in September, 
whereas the academic year at universities invariably starts in October. 

AZERBAIJAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes 
none

BANGLADESH

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: July to June
First Semester: July to December
Second Semester: January to June

or 

Academic Year: September to August
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to April
Third Term: May to August

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

BELARUS

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Term: September to October
Second Term: November to December
Third Term: January to March
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Notes
none

AUSTRALIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January/February to December
First Term: January/February to March/April
Second Term: April to June/July
Third Term: July to September
Fourth Term: October to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: March to November/December
First Semester: March to June/July
Second Semester: July to November/December

Notes
The academic year in Australia typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
Most universities have two semesters a year, with the exception of Bond University, which has 
three – each lasting fourteen weeks each. 

AUSTRIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July 
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: March to June/July

Notes
The academic year at universities of applied science (Fachhochschulen) can start in September, 
whereas the academic year at universities invariably starts in October. 

AZERBAIJAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes 
none

BANGLADESH

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: July to June
First Semester: July to December
Second Semester: January to June

or 

Academic Year: September to August
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to April
Third Term: May to August

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

BELARUS

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Term: September to October
Second Term: November to December
Third Term: January to March
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Fourth Term: April to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none 

BELGIUM – FLANDERS 

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: March/April to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
A minority of secondary-level institutions has a semester-based academic calendar, with the first 
semester running from September to January and the second from February to June.

BELGIUM – WALLONIA 

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December  
Second Semester: January to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

BOTSWANA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November/December
First Term: January to March/April
Second Term: April/May to July/August
Third Term: August/September to November/December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to May 
First Semester: August to November/December 
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

BRAZIL

Secondary
Academic Year: February/March to December
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: February/March to December
First Semester: February/March to July
Second Semester: August to December
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Fourth Term: April to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none 

BELGIUM – FLANDERS 

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: March/April to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
A minority of secondary-level institutions has a semester-based academic calendar, with the first 
semester running from September to January and the second from February to June.

BELGIUM – WALLONIA 

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December  
Second Semester: January to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

BOTSWANA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November/December
First Term: January to March/April
Second Term: April/May to July/August
Third Term: August/September to November/December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to May 
First Semester: August to November/December 
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

BRAZIL

Secondary
Academic Year: February/March to December
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: February/March to December
First Semester: February/March to July
Second Semester: August to December
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Notes
The academic year in Brazil typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
There is much variation in the term dates for the secondary-level academic calendar. Both semester 
and trimester systems can be found as well, even within the same institution.

BULGARIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June
First Semester: September/October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

CAMBODIA

Secondary
Academic Year: October to July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
none

CANADA

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to April
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to April
Optional Spring/Summer Terms: May to June/July to August

All provinces share a similar academic calendar with minor variations by a month, if any. The 
majority of schools also follow a semester format, whether at the secondary or postsecondary level. 
In Quebec, however, there is an alternate trimester system that is followed by some postsecondary 
institutions. Simon Fraser University, in British Columbia, also runs on a three-term system.

CHINA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
The start date of the second semester is determined by when the Lunar New Year falls that year. 

COLOMBIA

Secondary
Academic Year (Calendar A): January/February to November
First Semester: January/February to June
Second Semester: July to November

or

Academic Year (Calendar B): August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: January/February to November/December
First Semester: January/February to June
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Notes
The academic year in Brazil typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).
There is much variation in the term dates for the secondary-level academic calendar. Both semester 
and trimester systems can be found as well, even within the same institution.

BULGARIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June
First Semester: September/October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

CAMBODIA

Secondary
Academic Year: October to July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
none

CANADA

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to April
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to April
Optional Spring/Summer Terms: May to June/July to August

All provinces share a similar academic calendar with minor variations by a month, if any. The 
majority of schools also follow a semester format, whether at the secondary or postsecondary level. 
In Quebec, however, there is an alternate trimester system that is followed by some postsecondary 
institutions. Simon Fraser University, in British Columbia, also runs on a three-term system.

CHINA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
The start date of the second semester is determined by when the Lunar New Year falls that year. 

COLOMBIA

Secondary
Academic Year (Calendar A): January/February to November
First Semester: January/February to June
Second Semester: July to November

or

Academic Year (Calendar B): August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: January/February to November/December
First Semester: January/February to June
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Second Semester: July/August to November/December

Notes
Most calendar systems in Colombia fall within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
However, there are two calendar systems used at the secondary level, due to the varying climates 
in the country. Calendar A (January to November) is the most common version found whereas 
Calendar B (August to June) is more typically found among private schools and schools within the 
southern regions of Colombia, such as Cauca, Nariño, Putumayo and Valle del Cauca.

COSTA RICA

Secondary
Academic Year: February to December
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: March to December
First Semester: March to July
Second Semester: August to December

Notes
The academic year in Costa Rica typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
The secondary-level educational system is year round with a break in July.

CROATIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
none

CYPRUS

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January  
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
Prior to 2011, secondary schools operated on a trimester system. Their academic calendar is now 
semester-based.

CZECH REPUBLIC

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes 
none

DENMARK

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June
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Second Semester: July/August to November/December

Notes
Most calendar systems in Colombia fall within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).
However, there are two calendar systems used at the secondary level, due to the varying climates 
in the country. Calendar A (January to November) is the most common version found whereas 
Calendar B (August to June) is more typically found among private schools and schools within the 
southern regions of Colombia, such as Cauca, Nariño, Putumayo and Valle del Cauca.

COSTA RICA

Secondary
Academic Year: February to December
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: March to December
First Semester: March to July
Second Semester: August to December

Notes
The academic year in Costa Rica typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
The secondary-level educational system is year round with a break in July.

CROATIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
none

CYPRUS

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January  
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
Prior to 2011, secondary schools operated on a trimester system. Their academic calendar is now 
semester-based.

CZECH REPUBLIC

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes 
none

DENMARK

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June
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Notes
The first year of the upper secondary cycle is typically divided into semesters. The subsequent years 
of study, however, are not further organized into academic terms. Instead, they are referred to in 
terms of full years of study. 

EGYPT

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
The secondary-level academic year ends in May for students in the technical stream.

ENGLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March 
Third Term: April to June

Notes
Most institutions run on a three-term calendar system. Their designations can vary, including the 
following:

•	 Autumn Term / Michaelmas Term
•	 Spring Term / Lent Term / Hilary Term / Epiphany Term
•	 Summer Term / Trinity Term 

Many of the designations are rooted in the calendar of the legal system when judges sit in court, 
which is organized into Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter and Trinity terms. Michaelmas term is based on 

the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels and Hilary term is based on the feast day of St. Hilary of 
Poitiers.

A minority of postsecondary institutions has a semester-based academic calendar. 

ESTONIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to October
Second Term: November to December
Third Term: January to March
Fourth Term: April to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none 

ETHIOPIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
Academic records in Ethiopia often reference the Ethiopian calendar system. Please see Part II for 
more details. 
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Notes
The first year of the upper secondary cycle is typically divided into semesters. The subsequent years 
of study, however, are not further organized into academic terms. Instead, they are referred to in 
terms of full years of study. 

EGYPT

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
The secondary-level academic year ends in May for students in the technical stream.

ENGLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March 
Third Term: April to June

Notes
Most institutions run on a three-term calendar system. Their designations can vary, including the 
following:

•	 Autumn Term / Michaelmas Term
•	 Spring Term / Lent Term / Hilary Term / Epiphany Term
•	 Summer Term / Trinity Term 

Many of the designations are rooted in the calendar of the legal system when judges sit in court,
which is organized into Michaelmas, Hilary, Easter and Trinity terms. Michaelmas term is based on 

the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels and Hilary term is based on the feast day of St. Hilary of 
Poitiers.

A minority of postsecondary institutions has a semester-based academic calendar. 

ESTONIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to October
Second Term: November to December
Third Term: January to March
Fourth Term: April to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none 

ETHIOPIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
Academic records in Ethiopia often reference the Ethiopian calendar system. Please see Part II for 
more details. 
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FINLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August to May
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
The academic year at the upper secondary level is usually divided into five or six terms. 

FRANCE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June
First Semester: September/October to January 
Second Semester: January/February to June 

Notes
none

GAMBIA, THE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September/October to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January/February to May

Notes
none

GEORGIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
none

GERMANY

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to July
First Semester: October to February/March
Second Semester: April to July

Notes
The academic calendar at secondary schools varies by state (Bundesländer). The postsecondary 
academic calendar is organized in semesters; the first term is generally referred to as the 
Wintersemester and the second as the Sommersemester. Universities of applied sciences 
(Fachhochschulen) typically start the academic year a month earlier.

GHANA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March 
Third Term: April to June/July 
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FINLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August to May
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
The academic year at the upper secondary level is usually divided into five or six terms. 

FRANCE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June
First Semester: September/October to January 
Second Semester: January/February to June 

Notes
none

GAMBIA, THE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September/October to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January/February to May

Notes
none

GEORGIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
none

GERMANY

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to July
First Semester: October to February/March
Second Semester: April to July

Notes
The academic calendar at secondary schools varies by state (Bundesländer). The postsecondary 
academic calendar is organized in semesters; the first term is generally referred to as the 
Wintersemester and the second as the Sommersemester. Universities of applied sciences 
(Fachhochschulen) typically start the academic year a month earlier.

GHANA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March 
Third Term: April to June/July 
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Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January to May/June 

Notes
none

GREECE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: January to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September/October to January/February 
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
While upper secondary schools (lykeio) typically run on a semester system, lower secondary schools 
(gymnasio) typically follow a trimester one.

GREENLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
See notes.

Postsecondary

UNIVERSITY OF GREENLAND

Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Greenland is a self-governing territory within the Kingdom of Denmark; consequently, its 
educational system is closely modeled on that of Denmark.

HONG KONG

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December 
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
A minority of secondary and postsecondary institutions operate on a trimester system.

HUNGARY

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

ICELAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June 
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May 
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January to May
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Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January to May/June 

Notes
none

GREECE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: January to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September/October to January/February 
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
While upper secondary schools (lykeio) typically run on a semester system, lower secondary schools 
(gymnasio) typically follow a trimester one.

GREENLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
See notes.

Postsecondary

UNIVERSITY OF GREENLAND

Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Greenland is a self-governing territory within the Kingdom of Denmark; consequently, its 
educational system is closely modeled on that of Denmark.

HONG KONG

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December 
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
A minority of secondary and postsecondary institutions operate on a trimester system.

HUNGARY

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

ICELAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June 
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May 
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: January to May
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Notes
none

INDIA

Secondary
Academic Year: June to March/April/May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: July to May
First Semester: July to December
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
none

IRAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Notes
Academic records from Iran may reference the Solar Hijri calendar system. Please see Part II for 
more details. 

IRAQ

Secondary
Academic Year: September/October to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June
First Semester: September/October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Academic records from Iraq may reference the Islamic calendar system. Please see Part II for more 
details. 

IRELAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June 
First Term: August/September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: March/April to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January to May 

Notes
The division between the second and third terms at most secondary schools is determined by when 
the Easter holiday falls that year. 

The University of Dublin, Trinity College (the oldest university in Ireland) follows a trimester system. 
The autumn, spring and summer terms are referred to as Michaelmas, Hilary, and Trinity terms, 
respectively. For more information about this terminology, please see England.

ISRAEL

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Academic records issued in Hebrew may reference the Jewish calendar system. Please see Part II 
for more details. 
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Notes
none

INDIA

Secondary
Academic Year: June to March/April/May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: July to May
First Semester: July to December
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
none

IRAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Notes
Academic records from Iran may reference the Solar Hijri calendar system. Please see Part II for 
more details. 

IRAQ

Secondary
Academic Year: September/October to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June
First Semester: September/October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Academic records from Iraq may reference the Islamic calendar system. Please see Part II for more 
details. 

IRELAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June 
First Term: August/September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: March/April to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January to May 

Notes
The division between the second and third terms at most secondary schools is determined by when 
the Easter holiday falls that year. 

The University of Dublin, Trinity College (the oldest university in Ireland) follows a trimester system. 
The autumn, spring and summer terms are referred to as Michaelmas, Hilary, and Trinity terms, 
respectively. For more information about this terminology, please see England.

ISRAEL

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Academic records issued in Hebrew may reference the Jewish calendar system. Please see Part II 
for more details. 
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ITALY

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June/July
First Semester: September/October to January/February
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
none

JAPAN  

Secondary
Academic Year: April to March
First Term: April to July
Second Term: September to December
Third Term: January to March

Postsecondary
Academic Year: April to March
First Semester: April to September
Second Semester: October to March

Notes
Dates can vary, due to differences in weather across Japan. Additionally, academic records issued in 
Japanese may reference the Japanese calendar system. Please see Part II for more details. 

JORDAN

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
First Semester: August to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January

Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Academic records from Jordan may reference the Islamic calendar system. Please see Part II for 
more details. 

KAZAKHSTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June 

Notes
none

KENYA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November/December 
First Term: January to March/April
Second Term: April/May to July/August
Third Term: September to November/December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to August 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: May to August 

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). At the postsecondary level, a semester-based academic calendar can also be found. 
However, there is considerable variation in the term dates overall.
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ITALY

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June/July
First Semester: September/October to January/February
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
none

JAPAN  

Secondary
Academic Year: April to March
First Term: April to July
Second Term: September to December
Third Term: January to March

Postsecondary
Academic Year: April to March
First Semester: April to September
Second Semester: October to March

Notes
Dates can vary, due to differences in weather across Japan. Additionally, academic records issued in 
Japanese may reference the Japanese calendar system. Please see Part II for more details. 

JORDAN

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
First Semester: August to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January

Second Semester: February to June

Notes
Academic records from Jordan may reference the Islamic calendar system. Please see Part II for 
more details. 

KAZAKHSTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June 

Notes
none

KENYA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November/December 
First Term: January to March/April
Second Term: April/May to July/August
Third Term: September to November/December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to August 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: May to August 

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). At the postsecondary level, a semester-based academic calendar can also be found. 
However, there is considerable variation in the term dates overall.
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KOREA (SOUTH KOREA)

Secondary
Academic Year: March to February
First Semester: March to July
Second Semester: August to February

Postsecondary
Academic Year: March to December
First Semester: March to June
Second Semester: September to December

Notes
Note that, at the postsecondary level, there is an optional intersession term in the summer from 
June to July and in the winter from December to January.  The academic year typically concludes in 
December or January. However, graduation takes place in February.

KUWAIT

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to November 
Second Term: November to January 
Third Term: February to April 
Fourth Term: April to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June 

Notes
While numerous secondary schools use a four-term calendar, there is considerable variation, with 
many also operating on a two-, three-, or a five-term system. 

LATVIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

LITHUANIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes 
none

MACEDONIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none
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KOREA (SOUTH KOREA)

Secondary
Academic Year: March to February
First Semester: March to July
Second Semester: August to February

Postsecondary
Academic Year: March to December
First Semester: March to June
Second Semester: September to December

Notes
Note that, at the postsecondary level, there is an optional intersession term in the summer from 
June to July and in the winter from December to January.  The academic year typically concludes in 
December or January. However, graduation takes place in February.

KUWAIT

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to November 
Second Term: November to January 
Third Term: February to April 
Fourth Term: April to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June 

Notes
While numerous secondary schools use a four-term calendar, there is considerable variation, with 
many also operating on a two-, three-, or a five-term system. 

LATVIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

LITHUANIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes 
none

MACEDONIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none
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MALAYSIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November
First Semester: January to May
Second Semester: June to November

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
Previously, the academic year at the postsecondary level ran from June to March. However, as part 
of higher education’s internationalization efforts, public universities gradually moved the start date 
from June to September (beginning in 2011). 

MALAWI

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April to July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to August
First Semester: October to March 
Second Semester: April to August

or

Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
Prior to 2010, the academic year at the secondary level in Malawi ran from January to December. 

MALTA

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June 
First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June 

or

Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March
Third Term: April to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January /February 
Second Semester: February to June/July 

Notes
none

MEXICO

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June/July
First Semester: August to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to June/July

Postsecondary
See notes.

Notes
The postsecondary calendar in Mexico has substantial variation in term dates. While a number 
of institutions run from August to July, many others have been found to fall within the calendar 
year (e.g., January to December). Postsecondary institutions can also be found with a semester or 
trimester system.

MOLDOVA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
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MALAYSIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November
First Semester: January to May
Second Semester: June to November

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). 
Previously, the academic year at the postsecondary level ran from June to March. However, as part 
of higher education’s internationalization efforts, public universities gradually moved the start date 
from June to September (beginning in 2011). 

MALAWI

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April to July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to August
First Semester: October to March 
Second Semester: April to August

or

Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to December 
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
Prior to 2010, the academic year at the secondary level in Malawi ran from January to December. 

MALTA

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June 
First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June 

or

Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March
Third Term: April to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January /February 
Second Semester: February to June/July 

Notes
none

MEXICO

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June/July
First Semester: August to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to June/July

Postsecondary
See notes.

Notes
The postsecondary calendar in Mexico has substantial variation in term dates. While a number 
of institutions run from August to July, many others have been found to fall within the calendar 
year (e.g., January to December). Postsecondary institutions can also be found with a semester or 
trimester system.

MOLDOVA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May
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First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May
 
Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Notes
none

MONGOLIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to November 
Second Term: November to February 
Third Term: February to April 
Fourth Term: April to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Semester: September to December/January 
Second Semester: February to June 

Notes
none

NAMIBIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to April 
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: February to October/November
First Semester: February to May/June
Second Semester: July to October/November

Notes
The academic year in Namibia falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

NETHERLANDS

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Term: August/September to October/November 
Second Term: November to December/January 
Third Term: January to March/April 
Fourth Term: March/April to June/July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
The start and end dates of secondary schools in the Netherlands vary by region, which falls in three 
possible categories: North, Central and South. The academic calendar at a majority of secondary 
schools is organized into four terms; however, much variation can be found, with some schools 
having only three terms in a year and some as many as six.

NEW ZEALAND

Secondary
Academic Year: January/February to December
First Term: January/February to April
Second Term: May to July
Third Term: July to September
Fourth Term: October to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: February/March to November/December
First Semester: February/March to June/July
Second Semester: July to November/December

Notes
The academic year in New Zealand falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). Most 
universities there have two semesters a year, with an optional summer term from December to 
February.
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First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Notes
none

MONGOLIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to November 
Second Term: November to February 
Third Term: February to April 
Fourth Term: April to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December/January 
Second Semester: February to June 

Notes
none

NAMIBIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to April 
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: February to October/November
First Semester: February to May/June
Second Semester: July to October/November

Notes
The academic year in Namibia falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

NETHERLANDS

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Term: August/September to October/November 
Second Term: November to December/January 
Third Term: January to March/April 
Fourth Term: March/April to June/July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
The start and end dates of secondary schools in the Netherlands vary by region, which falls in three 
possible categories: North, Central and South. The academic calendar at a majority of secondary 
schools is organized into four terms; however, much variation can be found, with some schools 
having only three terms in a year and some as many as six.

NEW ZEALAND

Secondary
Academic Year: January/February to December
First Term: January/February to April
Second Term: May to July
Third Term: July to September
Fourth Term: October to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: February/March to November/December
First Semester: February/March to June/July
Second Semester: July to November/December

Notes
The academic year in New Zealand falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December). Most 
universities there have two semesters a year, with an optional summer term from December to 
February.
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NIGERIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April/May to July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Semester: September to February 
Second Semester: March to July 

or

Academic Year: November to July/August
First Semester: November to March
Second Semester: March/April to July/August 

Notes
A few secondary schools may also follow a trimester system that runs from January to December. 
While most postsecondary institutions operate on a semester system, there is significant variation 
in the dates. Also note that a number of universities refers to the autumn and spring terms as the 
harmattan and rain semesters, respectively. Harmattan is a cold, dry and dusty wind that blows 
from the Sahara Desert between the months of November and March.

NORTHERN IRELAND

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April
Third Term: April to June

Postsecondary

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST
Academic Year: September to June 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER
Academic Year: September to May 

First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
none

NORWAY

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June 
First Semester: August to December 
Second Semester: January to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to June 
First Semester: August to December 
Second Semester: January to June 

Notes
none

PAKISTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Term: August/September to November
Second Term: November to March
Third Term: March to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
An alternate calendar system from April to March has also been found for some secondary schools.

PHILIPPINES

Secondary
Academic Year: June to March
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NIGERIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April/May to July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Semester: September to February 
Second Semester: March to July 

or

Academic Year: November to July/August
First Semester: November to March
Second Semester: March/April to July/August 

Notes
A few secondary schools may also follow a trimester system that runs from January to December. 
While most postsecondary institutions operate on a semester system, there is significant variation 
in the dates. Also note that a number of universities refers to the autumn and spring terms as the 
harmattan and rain semesters, respectively. Harmattan is a cold, dry and dusty wind that blows 
from the Sahara Desert between the months of November and March.

NORTHERN IRELAND

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April
Third Term: April to June

Postsecondary

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST
Academic Year: September to June 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: February to June

UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER
Academic Year: September to May 

First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
none

NORWAY

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June 
First Semester: August to December 
Second Semester: January to June 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to June 
First Semester: August to December 
Second Semester: January to June 

Notes
none

PAKISTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Term: August/September to November
Second Term: November to March
Third Term: March to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
An alternate calendar system from April to March has also been found for some secondary schools.

PHILIPPINES

Secondary
Academic Year: June to March
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First Term: June to August
Second Term: August to October
Third Term: October to January
Fourth Term: January to March

Postsecondary
Academic Year: June to March
First Semester: June to October
Second Semester: November to March

Notes
none

POLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February/March to June

Notes 
none

PORTUGAL

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April to June

or

First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
none

ROMANIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September/October to May/June
First Semester: September/October to January
Second Semester: February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
none

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
At the secondary level, the academic year can follow a semester, trimester, or quarter system. 

SAUDI ARABIA

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
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First Term: June to August
Second Term: August to October
Third Term: October to January
Fourth Term: January to March

Postsecondary
Academic Year: June to March
First Semester: June to October
Second Semester: November to March

Notes
none

POLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February/March to June

Notes 
none

PORTUGAL

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April to June

or

First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June/July
First Semester: September to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
none

ROMANIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September/October to May/June
First Semester: September/October to January
Second Semester: February to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June/July
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
none

RUSSIAN FEDERATION

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
At the secondary level, the academic year can follow a semester, trimester, or quarter system. 

SAUDI ARABIA

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
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First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Notes
Academic records from Saudi Arabia may reference the Islamic calendar system. Please see Part II 
for more details. 

SCOTLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June/July 
First Term: August to December 
Second Term: January to March/April 
Third Term: April to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to May/June 
First Semester: September/October to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
Scottish postsecondary institutions were traditionally organized in a trimester-based calendar. 
However, the majority have moved to a semester-based system. The autumn and spring semesters 
are referred to as Martinmas and Candlemas semesters, respectively, at the University of St. 
Andrews (the oldest university in Scotland). These terms, as in England (see corresponding profile), 
are rooted in the calendar of the legal system.

SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January

Second Semester: February to June
Notes
none

SINGAPORE

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November
First Term: January to March
Second Term: March to May
Third Term: June/July to September
Fourth Term: September to November

Postsecondary
Universities
Academic Year: August to May
First Semester: August to December
Second Semester: January to May

Polytechnics
Academic Year: April to February/March
First Semester: April to August/September
Second Semester: October to February/March

Notes
At the secondary level, the academic year falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). The first semester is split into Terms 1 and 2, and the second semester is split into 
Terms 3 and 4. At junior colleges, where A Level studies take place, the academic year begins in 
February to accommodate the release of O Level results. 

SLOVAKIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June
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First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: January/February to June

Notes
Academic records from Saudi Arabia may reference the Islamic calendar system. Please see Part II 
for more details. 

SCOTLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June/July 
First Term: August to December 
Second Term: January to March/April 
Third Term: April to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to May/June
First Semester: September/October to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
Scottish postsecondary institutions were traditionally organized in a trimester-based calendar. 
However, the majority have moved to a semester-based system. The autumn and spring semesters 
are referred to as Martinmas and Candlemas semesters, respectively, at the University of St. 
Andrews (the oldest university in Scotland). These terms, as in England (see corresponding profile),
are rooted in the calendar of the legal system.

SERBIA AND MONTENEGRO

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January

Second Semester: February to June
Notes
none

SINGAPORE

Secondary
Academic Year: January to November
First Term: January to March
Second Term: March to May
Third Term: June/July to September
Fourth Term: September to November

Postsecondary
Universities
Academic Year: August to May
First Semester: August to December
Second Semester: January to May

Polytechnics
Academic Year: April to February/March
First Semester: April to August/September
Second Semester: October to February/March

Notes
At the secondary level, the academic year falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). The first semester is split into Terms 1 and 2, and the second semester is split into 
Terms 3 and 4. At junior colleges, where A Level studies take place, the academic year begins in 
February to accommodate the release of O Level results. 

SLOVAKIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June
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Notes
none

SLOVENIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

SOUTH AFRICA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to March/April 
Second Term: April to June 
Third Term: July to September/October 
Fourth Term: October to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: January/February to November/December 
First Term: January/February to March/April 
Second Term: April to June 
Third Term: July to August/September 
Fourth Term: September to November/December

Notes
The academic year in South Africa falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

SPAIN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June

First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April to June

or

First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

SWAZILAND

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December
First Term: January to April 
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to May/June
First Semester: August to December
Second Semester: January to May/June 

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

SWEDEN

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
First Semester: August to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
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Notes
none

SLOVENIA

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: October to June
First Semester: October to January/February
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

SOUTH AFRICA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to March/April 
Second Term: April to June 
Third Term: July to September/October 
Fourth Term: October to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: January/February to November/December 
First Term: January/February to March/April 
Second Term: April to June 
Third Term: July to August/September 
Fourth Term: September to November/December

Notes
The academic year in South Africa falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

SPAIN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June

First Term: September to December
Second Term: January to March/April
Third Term: April to June

or

First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

SWAZILAND

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December
First Term: January to April 
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to May/June
First Semester: August to December
Second Semester: January to May/June 

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

SWEDEN

Secondary
Academic Year: August to June
First Semester: August to December
Second Semester: January to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
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First Semester: August/September to January 
Second Semester: January to June

Notes
none

SWITZERLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to February 
Second Semester: February to June/July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July 
First Semester: August/September to December/January
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
Colleges of professional education and training (Höhere Fachschulen / Écoles Supérieures / Scuole 
Specializzate Superiori) also operate on a semester system. However, the academic year may begin 
as late as October.

TAIWAN

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
The start date of the second semester is determined by when the Lunar New Year falls that year. 
Additionally, academic records issued in Chinese may reference the Republic of China calendar 
system. Please see Part II for more details. 

TAJIKISTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes 
none

THAILAND

Secondary
Academic Year: June to April
First Semester: June to November
Second Semester: November to April

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May
First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
Previously, the academic year ran from May to March at the secondary level and from June to 
March at the postsecondary level. However, as part of Thailand’s internationalization efforts, the 
timeframes above are currently being implemented. 

Also note that academic records from Thailand may reference the Buddhist calendar system. Please 
see Part II for more details. 

TURKEY

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June
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First Semester: August/September to January 
Second Semester: January to June

Notes
none

SWITZERLAND

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to February 
Second Semester: February to June/July 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July 
First Semester: August/September to December/January
Second Semester: February to June/July

Notes
Colleges of professional education and training (Höhere Fachschulen / Écoles Supérieures / Scuole 
Specializzate Superiori) also operate on a semester system. However, the academic year may begin 
as late as October.

TAIWAN

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June/July
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February/March to June/July

Notes
The start date of the second semester is determined by when the Lunar New Year falls that year. 
Additionally, academic records issued in Chinese may reference the Republic of China calendar 
system. Please see Part II for more details. 

TAJIKISTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes 
none

THAILAND

Secondary
Academic Year: June to April
First Semester: June to November
Second Semester: November to April

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May
First Semester: August/September to December
Second Semester: January to May

Notes
Previously, the academic year ran from May to March at the secondary level and from June to 
March at the postsecondary level. However, as part of Thailand’s internationalization efforts, the 
timeframes above are currently being implemented. 

Also note that academic records from Thailand may reference the Buddhist calendar system. Please 
see Part II for more details. 

TURKEY

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June
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Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

UGANDA

Secondary
Academic Year: January/February to December 
First Term: January/February to April/May
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June
First Semester: August/September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

UKRAINE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
none

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
The secondary school year in the UAE presently follows a semester format. However, there have 
been discussions about a possible change towards a trimester system.

Also note that academic records from the United Arab Emirates may reference the Islamic calendar 
system. Please see Part II for more details. 

UZBEKISTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none 

VIETNAM

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June  
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Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none

UGANDA

Secondary
Academic Year: January/February to December
First Term: January/February to April/May
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to May/June
First Semester: August/September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to December).

UKRAINE

Secondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December
Second Semester: January to May/June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to May/June
First Semester: September to December/January
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
none

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Secondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June
First Semester: August/September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
The secondary school year in the UAE presently follows a semester format. However, there have 
been discussions about a possible change towards a trimester system.

Also note that academic records from the United Arab Emirates may reference the Islamic calendar 
system. Please see Part II for more details. 

UZBEKISTAN

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January
Second Semester: February to June

Notes
none 

VIETNAM

Secondary
Academic Year: September to June 
See notes.

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August/September to June  
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First Semester: August/September to January 
Second Semester: February to June 

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically follows a semester system. The break between 
the first and second semesters is determined by when the Lunar New Year falls that year.

WALES

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June 
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to June

or

Academic Year: September to June 
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: January to June

Notes
none

ZAMBIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to April 
Second Term: May to August
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June/July 
See notes.

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). For institutions at the postsecondary level, the academic calendar may be organized 
into semesters or trimesters. There is considerable variation found in the term dates.

ZIMBABWE

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to March 
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to May/June
First Semester: August to November/December
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). For institutions at the postsecondary level, while a common calendar can be found 
from August to June, there is nevertheless considerable variation in the start and end dates among 
institutions. Most, however, follow a semester format.
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First Semester: August/September to January 
Second Semester: February to June 

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically follows a semester system. The break between 
the first and second semesters is determined by when the Lunar New Year falls that year.

WALES

Secondary
Academic Year: September to July
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to July

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September to June
First Term: September to December 
Second Term: January to April 
Third Term: April to June

or

Academic Year: September to June
First Semester: September to January 
Second Semester: January to June

Notes
none

ZAMBIA

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to April 
Second Term: May to August
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: September/October to June/July
See notes.

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). For institutions at the postsecondary level, the academic calendar may be organized 
into semesters or trimesters. There is considerable variation found in the term dates.

ZIMBABWE

Secondary
Academic Year: January to December 
First Term: January to March 
Second Term: May to August 
Third Term: September to December 

Postsecondary
Academic Year: August to May/June
First Semester: August to November/December
Second Semester: January/February to May/June

Notes
The academic year at the secondary level typically falls within the calendar year (e.g., January to 
December). For institutions at the postsecondary level, while a common calendar can be found 
from August to June, there is nevertheless considerable variation in the start and end dates among 
institutions. Most, however, follow a semester format.
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Bikram Samwat Calendar

Nepal

The official calendar of Nepal, referred to as Bikram Samwat (B.S.) or Vikram Samvat (V.S.), is a 
calendar rooted in ancient Hindu tradition. The B.S. year begins in the middle of April and is ahead 
of the Western Gregorian calendar by 56 years, 8 months and 15 days. It is known to have been 
established by the Indian emperor Vikramaditya of Ujjain, marking his victory over the Sakas in 56 
B.C.E. For an approximate conversion, subtract 56.7 (or 56) years for the Western calendar. 
As an example, 2065 BS – 56 years = 2009. For exact conversions, refer to 
http://date.gpo.gov.np/default.aspx. 

Sample of a School Leaving Certificate from Nepal

2065 Bikram Samwat – 56 years = 2009

Part II: 
Calendar Systems and Conversions

Bikram Samwat Calendar
	 •  Nepal 

Buddhist Calendar
	 •  Thailand

Ethiopian Calendar
	 •  Ethiopia

Islamic Calendar
	 •  Iraq
	 •  Jordan
	 •  Saudi Arabia
	 •  Sudan
	 •  United Arab Emirates

Japanese Calendar
	 •  Japan

Jewish Calendar
	 •  Israel

Libyan Calendar
	 •  Libya

Republic of China Calendar
	 •  Taiwan

Solar Hijri Calendar
	 •  Iran

Online Converters and Apps

Summary of Abbreviations and Calendar Designations
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Bikram Samwat Calendar

Nepal

The official calendar of Nepal, referred to as Bikram Samwat (B.S.) or Vikram Samvat (V.S.), is a 
calendar rooted in ancient Hindu tradition. The B.S. year begins in the middle of April and is ahead 
of the Western Gregorian calendar by 56 years, 8 months and 15 days. It is known to have been 
established by the Indian emperor Vikramaditya of Ujjain, marking his victory over the Sakas in 56 
B.C.E. For an approximate conversion, subtract 56.7 (or 56) years for the Western calendar. 
As an example, 2065 BS – 56 years = 2009. For exact conversions, refer to 
http://date.gpo.gov.np/default.aspx. 

Sample of a School Leaving Certificate from Nepal

2065 Bikram Samwat – 56 years = 2009
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•  Nepal 

Buddhist Calendar
•  Thailand

Ethiopian Calendar
•  Ethiopia

Islamic Calendar
•  Iraq
•  Jordan
•  Saudi Arabia
•  Sudan
•  United Arab Emirates

Japanese Calendar
•  Japan

Jewish Calendar
•  Israel

Libyan Calendar
•  Libya

Republic of China Calendar
•  Taiwan

Solar Hijri Calendar
•  Iran

Online Converters and Apps

Summary of Abbreviations and Calendar Designations
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Buddhist Calendar 

Thailand

Like many countries in Southeast Asia, Thailand often makes use of the Buddhist calendar, the 
designation for which in English is B.E. or “of the Buddhist era”. The Buddhist era is marked by the 
time of Buddha’s passing, which predates the Christian era by 543 years. To convert from a Thai 
year to the Western calendar, subtract 543. For example, B.E. 2551 – 543 = 2008. 

Sample of a Master’s Degree Certificate from Mahidol University in Thailand

Sample of a Mark Sheet for the School Leaving Certificate from Nepal

Note: The Bikram Samwat calendar is also in use in parts of India. However, the academic records 
from this region typically make use of the Gregorian calendar.

2065 Bikram Samwat – 56 years = 2009

B.E. 2551 – 543 = 2008
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Buddhist Calendar 

Thailand

Like many countries in Southeast Asia, Thailand often makes use of the Buddhist calendar, the 
designation for which in English is B.E. or “of the Buddhist era”. The Buddhist era is marked by the 
time of Buddha’s passing, which predates the Christian era by 543 years. To convert from a Thai 
year to the Western calendar, subtract 543. For example, B.E. 2551 – 543 = 2008. 

Sample of a Master’s Degree Certificate from Mahidol University in Thailand

Sample of a Mark Sheet for the School Leaving Certificate from Nepal

Note: The Bikram Samwat calendar is also in use in parts of India. However, the academic records 
from this region typically make use of the Gregorian calendar.

2065 Bikram Samwat – 56 years = 2009

B.E. 2551 – 543 = 2008
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Sample of the Master’s Degree Certificate from Mahidol University Issued in ThaiThe following tables have been provided to assist with academic records issued in Thai.

Months in Thai

Month Thai Thai Abbreviation

January มกราคม ม.ค.
February กุมภาพนัธ์ ก.พ.
March มนีาคม ม.ีค.
April เมษายน เม.ย.
May พฤษภาคม พ.ค.
June มถิุนายน ม.ิย.
July กรกฎาคม ก.ค.
August สิงหาคม ส.ค.

September กนัยายน ก.ย. 

October ตุลาคม ต.ค.

November พฤศจกิายน พ.ย.

December ธนัวาคม ธ.ค.

Numbers in Thai

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

๐ ๑ ๒ ๓ ๔ ๕ ๖ ๗ ๘ ๙
๒๕			   25 
เมษายน			   April 
พุทธศักราช		  Buddhist Era 
๒๕๕๑			   2551
B.E. 2551 – 543 = 2008
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Sample of the Master’s Degree Certificate from Mahidol University Issued in ThaiThe following tables have been provided to assist with academic records issued in Thai.

Months in Thai

Month Thai Thai Abbreviation

January มกราคม ม.ค.
February กุมภาพนัธ์ ก.พ.
March มนีาคม ม.ีค.
April เมษายน เม.ย.
May พฤษภาคม พ.ค.
June มถิุนายน ม.ิย.
July กรกฎาคม ก.ค.
August สิงหาคม ส.ค.

September กนัยายน ก.ย. 

October ตุลาคม ต.ค.

November พฤศจกิายน พ.ย.

December ธนัวาคม ธ.ค.

Numbers in Thai

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

๐ ๑ ๒ ๓ ๔ ๕ ๖ ๗ ๘ ๙
๒๕			   25 
เมษายน			   April 
พุทธศักราช		  Buddhist Era 
๒๕๕๑			   2551
B.E. 2551 – 543 = 2008
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Sample of a Transcript from Dire-Dawa University in EthiopiaEthiopian Calendar 

Ethiopia

A year within the Ethiopian calendar, also known as the Ethiopic calendar, is comprised of twelve 
months of 30 days each and a thirteenth month of 5 – 6 days. Rooted in the Coptic calendar, 
the start of the Ethiopian year falls in mid-September of the Gregorian calendar. It is 7 to 8 
years behind and has the designation E.C. to indicate that the Ethiopian calendar is being used 
(as opposed to G.C. for the Gregorian calendar). For an approximate conversion to the Western 
calendar, add 8 years. For example, 2004 E.C. + 8 = 2012.

Sample of a University Entrance Examination Certificate from Ethiopia

2004 E.C. + 8 years = 2012

Note that both the Gregorian 
calendar (G.C.) and the Ethiopian 
calendar (E.C.) can be used on 
the same document.

Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

mailto: institutions@ierf.org


50  |  IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates  |  51

Sample of a Transcript from Dire-Dawa University in EthiopiaEthiopian Calendar 

Ethiopia

A year within the Ethiopian calendar, also known as the Ethiopic calendar, is comprised of twelve 
months of 30 days each and a thirteenth month of 5 – 6 days. Rooted in the Coptic calendar, 
the start of the Ethiopian year falls in mid-September of the Gregorian calendar. It is 7 to 8 
years behind and has the designation E.C. to indicate that the Ethiopian calendar is being used 
(as opposed to G.C. for the Gregorian calendar). For an approximate conversion to the Western 
calendar, add 8 years. For example, 2004 E.C. + 8 = 2012.

Sample of a University Entrance Examination Certificate from Ethiopia

2004 E.C. + 8 years = 2012

Note that both the Gregorian 
calendar (G.C.) and the Ethiopian 
calendar (E.C.) can be used on 
the same document.
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It is important to note that while Arabic is written from right to left, numbers are written from left 
to right. For example, the number 18 would be written as ١٨. (However, when given a range 
of numbers, like 18-25, the range will be written from right to left. For example, 18-25 would be 
written as ١٨-٢٥.)

Months in the Islamic Calendar 

Arabic English

المحرم Muharram

صفر Safar

ربيع الاول Rabi’a I (Rabi Al-Awwal)

ربيع الثاني Rabi’a II (Rabi Al-Thani)

جمادىالأولى Jumada I (Jumada Al-Awwal)

جمادىالثانية Jumada II (Jumada Al-Thani / Jumada Al-Alkhir)

رجب Rajab

شعبان Sha’ban

رمضان Ramadan

شوال Shawwal

ذو القعدة Dhu al-Qa’da

ذو الحجة Dhu al-Hijja

Islamic Calendar 

Iraq

Iraq, along with a number of other countries in the Middle East, makes use of the Islamic calendar, 
which is also known as the Muslim or Lunar Hijri calendar. A year is comprised of 12 months 
that are based on the motion of the moon or 354.36 days. Because the year is shorter than the 
Gregorian year, the new year does not fall on the same time of the Western calendar each year. 

The Islamic calendar (like the Persian one) is marked by Mohammed’s emigration to Medina in AD 
622, known as the Hijra. Thus, the difference between the Islamic calendar and the Western one 
was 622 years initially. However, because the Islamic year is shorter, the difference is now 579 
years. For an approximate conversion, add 579 years for the Western calendar. As an example, 
1425 + 579 years = 2004. Programs for exact conversions are available at a number of websites, 
such as http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm. However, note that the 
Western equivalent provided by online calendar converters can vary by one day.

For documents from Iraq and other parts of the Middle East, the entire date may be expressed in 
Arabic, without the numerals in English. The following charts have been provided for assistance in 
such instances. In some documents, the use of the Islamic calendar will be indicated with an H or   
hāʾ) ه ) for Hijri or with an A.H. for Anno Hegirae or After Hijrah.

Numbers

Numerical English

٠ Zero

١ One

٢ Two

٣ Three

٤ Four

٥ Five

٦ Six

٧ Seven

٨ Eight

٩ Nine

١٠ Ten

١١ Eleven

١٢ Twelve
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It is important to note that while Arabic is written from right to left, numbers are written from left 
to right. For example, the number 18 would be written as ١٨. (However, when given a range 
of numbers, like 18-25, the range will be written from right to left. For example, 18-25 would be 
written as ١٨-٢٥.)

Months in the Islamic Calendar 

Arabic English

المحرم Muharram

صفر Safar

ربيع الاول Rabi’a I (Rabi Al-Awwal)

ربيع الثاني Rabi’a II (Rabi Al-Thani)

جمادىالأولى Jumada I (Jumada Al-Awwal)

جمادىالثانية Jumada II (Jumada Al-Thani / Jumada Al-Alkhir)

رجب Rajab

شعبان Sha’ban

رمضان Ramadan

شوال Shawwal

ذو القعدة Dhu al-Qa’da

ذو الحجة Dhu al-Hijja

Islamic Calendar 

Iraq

Iraq, along with a number of other countries in the Middle East, makes use of the Islamic calendar, 
which is also known as the Muslim or Lunar Hijri calendar. A year is comprised of 12 months 
that are based on the motion of the moon or 354.36 days. Because the year is shorter than the 
Gregorian year, the new year does not fall on the same time of the Western calendar each year. 

The Islamic calendar (like the Persian one) is marked by Mohammed’s emigration to Medina in AD 
622, known as the Hijra. Thus, the difference between the Islamic calendar and the Western one 
was 622 years initially. However, because the Islamic year is shorter, the difference is now 579 
years. For an approximate conversion, add 579 years for the Western calendar. As an example, 
1425 + 579 years = 2004. Programs for exact conversions are available at a number of websites, 
such as http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm. However, note that the 
Western equivalent provided by online calendar converters can vary by one day.

For documents from Iraq and other parts of the Middle East, the entire date may be expressed in 
Arabic, without the numerals in English. The following charts have been provided for assistance in 
such instances. In some documents, the use of the Islamic calendar will be indicated with an H or   
hāʾ) ه ) for Hijri or with an A.H. for Anno Hegirae or After Hijrah.

Numbers

Numerical English

٠ Zero

١ One

٢ Two

٣ Three

٤ Four

٥ Five

٦ Six

٧ Seven

٨ Eight

٩ Nine

١٠ Ten

١١ Eleven

١٢ Twelve
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Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from Al-Turath University College in IraqMonths in the Gregorian (Western) Calendar 

Arabic English

يناير January

فبراير February

مارس March

أبريل April

مايو May

يونيو June

يوليو July

أغسطس August

سبتمبر September

أكتوبر October

نوفمبر November

ديسمبر December

When viewing academic records, it is also possible to find dates preceded by the terms for day, 
month, and year.

Arabic English

يوم Day

شهر Month

سنة Year

From right to left: 

٢١		  21

  Rabi Al-Thani	ربيع الثاني
١٤١٦		  1416

Approximation: 1416 + 579 = 1995

Exact Conversion:

•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Rabi Al-Thani
¤¤ Day: 21
¤¤ Year: 1416	

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent:  September 16, 1995
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Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from Al-Turath University College in IraqMonths in the Gregorian (Western) Calendar 

Arabic English

يناير January

فبراير February

مارس March

أبريل April

مايو May

يونيو June

يوليو July

أغسطس August

سبتمبر September

أكتوبر October

نوفمبر November

ديسمبر December

When viewing academic records, it is also possible to find dates preceded by the terms for day, 
month, and year.

Arabic English

يوم Day

شهر Month

سنة Year

From right to left: 

٢١ 21

  Rabi Al-Thani	ربيع الثاني
١٤١٦		  1416

Approximation: 1416 + 579 = 1995

Exact Conversion:

•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Rabi Al-Thani
¤¤ Day: 21
¤¤ Year: 1416	

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent:  September 16, 1995
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Translation of the Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from Al-Turath University College Sample of a Dentistry Degree Certificate from the University of Baghdad in Iraq

Translation of the Dental Degree Certificate from the University of Baghdad

At times, on official records, numbers may be spelled 
out, rather than being expressed in digits. In this 
example, the year 1425 AH is spelled out as “one 
thousand four-hundred five and twenty Hijri.”
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Translation of the Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from Al-Turath University College Sample of a Dentistry Degree Certificate from the University of Baghdad in Iraq

Translation of the Dental Degree Certificate from the University of Baghdad

At times, on official records, numbers may be spelled 
out, rather than being expressed in digits. In this 
example, the year 1425 AH is spelled out as “one 
thousand four-hundred five and twenty Hijri.”
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Jordan

Most academic records in Jordan are available in English and make use of the Western Gregorian 
calendar. However, at times, reference to the Islamic calendar can be found (see Iraq for more 
information).

Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from 
Jordan University of Science and Technology

Approximation: 1429 + 579 = 2008

Exact Conversion:

•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Jumada Al-Thani (alternate name for Jumada Al-Alkhir)
¤¤ Day: 7
¤¤ Year: 1429

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent:  June 11, 2008
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Jordan

Most academic records in Jordan are available in English and make use of the Western Gregorian 
calendar. However, at times, reference to the Islamic calendar can be found (see Iraq for more 
information).

Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from 
Jordan University of Science and Technology

Approximation: 1429 + 579 = 2008

Exact Conversion:

•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Jumada Al-Thani (alternate name for Jumada Al-Alkhir)
¤¤ Day: 7
¤¤ Year: 1429

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent:  June 11, 2008
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Sample of a General Secondary Education Transcript from Saudi ArabiaSaudi Arabia

Academic records in Saudi Arabia are officially issued in English or a combination of Arabic and 
English. They frequently reference the Islamic (Lunar Hijri) calendar. For information about the 
background and method of conversion, please see the section on Iraq.

Sample of a General Secondary Education Certificate from Saudi Arabia

1433 + 579 years = 2012
1432 + 579 years = 2011 
or
2011 – 2012 in the Western calendar

1433 + 579 years = 2012
1432 + 579 years = 2011
or
2011 – 2012 in the Western calendar
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Sample of a General Secondary Education Transcript from Saudi ArabiaSaudi Arabia

Academic records in Saudi Arabia are officially issued in English or a combination of Arabic and 
English. They frequently reference the Islamic (Lunar Hijri) calendar. For information about the 
background and method of conversion, please see the section on Iraq.

Sample of a General Secondary Education Certificate from Saudi Arabia

1433 + 579 years = 2012
1432 + 579 years = 2011 
or
2011 – 2012 in the Western calendar

1433 + 579 years = 2012
1432 + 579 years = 2011
or
2011 – 2012 in the Western calendar
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Sudan

Sudanese records are usually available in both Arabic and English. When dates are expressed, the 
Islamic calendar may be used along with the Gregorian calendar. To learn more about the Islamic 
calendar, please refer to the Iraqi profile.

Sample of a Medical Degree Certificate from the University of Khartoum in Sudan

Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from King Saud University in Saudi Arabia

Approximation: 1430 + 579 = 2009

Exact Conversion:

•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: 7 
¤¤ Day: 8
¤¤ Year: 1430

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent: June 30, 2009

	 The English section of this degree certificate lists the conferral date as July 1, 2009. 
	 As previously noted, the Western equivalent provided by online calendar converters can vary 	
	 by one day.

Approximation: 1428 + 579 = 2007

Exact Conversion:
•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/
hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Safar
¤¤ Day: 19
¤¤ Year: 1428

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent: March 8, 2007

hāʾ in initial form / beginning position    1430            07           08
designation for Hijri calendar
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Sudan

Sudanese records are usually available in both Arabic and English. When dates are expressed, the 
Islamic calendar may be used along with the Gregorian calendar. To learn more about the Islamic 
calendar, please refer to the Iraqi profile.

Sample of a Medical Degree Certificate from the University of Khartoum in Sudan

Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from King Saud University in Saudi Arabia

Approximation: 1430 + 579 = 2009

Exact Conversion:

•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: 7 
¤¤ Day: 8
¤¤ Year: 1430

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent: June 30, 2009

	 The English section of this degree certificate lists the conferral date as July 1, 2009. 
	 As previously noted, the Western equivalent provided by online calendar converters can vary 	
	 by one day.

Approximation: 1428 + 579 = 2007

Exact Conversion:
•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/
hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Safar
¤¤ Day: 19
¤¤ Year: 1428

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent: March 8, 2007

hāʾ in initial form / beginning position    1430            07           08
designation for Hijri calendar
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United Arab Emirates

 
The UAE typically makes official academic records available in English. However, like others in 
the Middle East, they can reference the Islamic or Lunar Hijri calendar.  For more details on this 
calendar system, please refer to the profile on Iraq.

 
Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from the University of Sharjah in the UAE

Japanese Calender 

Japan
 
The traditional calendar in Japan is based on the reign of its emperors. When the rule of a new 
emperor begins, so does the counting of the years, as seen here: 
 
(明治) Meiji 1-45	 =	 1868-1912
(大正) Taishou 1-15	 =	 1912-1926
(昭和) Showa 1-64	 =	 1926-1989
(平成) Heisei 1	 =	 1989

The current emperor began his reign in 1989. As such, 2015 is referred to as the 27th year of the 
Heisei era. This calendar system, called nengo (年号 or “year name”) in Japanese, remains in use 
on many official records. Dates are often expressed in the following format:

•	 The designation for year (年) preceded by the imperial reign & the number of the year 		
	 within it
•	 The designation for month (月) preceded by the number of the month within that year
•	 The designation for day (日) preceded by the number of the day within that month
•	 Example:  平成 27 年  1月 18日 is translated as January 18th of the 27th year of the 		
	 Heisei era or January 18, 2015.

To convert from the Japanese calendar to the Western one:
•	 Identify the imperial reign and the designated year within the reign: 平成 24 年  = 		
	 24th year of the Heisei era
•	 Then identify the year when that imperial reign began: 1989
•	 Add the designated year within that reign, less one year: 1989 + (24-1)
•	 Make the final calculation: 1989 + 23 = 2012 

 Approximation: 1434 + 579 = 2013

Exact Conversion:
•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Jumada Al-Thani
¤¤ Day: 27
¤¤ Year: 1434

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent:  May 7, 2013

	 The degree certificate lists a Western date equivalent of May 8, 2013 alongside the Islamic 	
	 date. As previously noted, the Western equivalent provided by online calendar converters can 	
	 vary by one day. 
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United Arab Emirates

 
The UAE typically makes official academic records available in English. However, like others in 
the Middle East, they can reference the Islamic or Lunar Hijri calendar.  For more details on this 
calendar system, please refer to the profile on Iraq.

 
Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from the University of Sharjah in the UAE

Japanese Calender 

Japan
 
The traditional calendar in Japan is based on the reign of its emperors. When the rule of a new 
emperor begins, so does the counting of the years, as seen here: 
 
(明治) Meiji 1-45	 =	 1868-1912
(大正) Taishou 1-15	 =	 1912-1926
(昭和) Showa 1-64	 =	 1926-1989
(平成) Heisei 1	 =	 1989

The current emperor began his reign in 1989. As such, 2015 is referred to as the 27th year of the 
Heisei era. This calendar system, called nengo (年号 or “year name”) in Japanese, remains in use 
on many official records. Dates are often expressed in the following format:

•	 The designation for year (年) preceded by the imperial reign & the number of the year 		
	 within it
•	 The designation for month (月) preceded by the number of the month within that year
•	 The designation for day (日) preceded by the number of the day within that month
•	 Example:  平成 27 年  1月 18日 is translated as January 18th of the 27th year of the 		
	 Heisei era or January 18, 2015.

To convert from the Japanese calendar to the Western one:
•	 Identify the imperial reign and the designated year within the reign: 平成 24 年  = 		
	 24th year of the Heisei era
•	 Then identify the year when that imperial reign began: 1989
•	 Add the designated year within that reign, less one year: 1989 + (24-1)
•	 Make the final calculation: 1989 + 23 = 2012 

 Approximation: 1434 + 579 = 2013

Exact Conversion:
•	Go to: http://www.islamicity.com/PrayerTimes/hijriconverter1aPartner.htm
•	Insert:

¤¤ Month: Jumada Al-Thani
¤¤ Day: 27
¤¤ Year: 1434

•	Click on Hijri to Gregorian Date.
•	Western Calendar Equivalent:  May 7, 2013

	 The degree certificate lists a Western date equivalent of May 8, 2013 alongside the Islamic 	
	 date. As previously noted, the Western equivalent provided by online calendar converters can 	
	 vary by one day. 
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English Version of the Master’s Degree Certificate from Kyoto University Sample of a Master’s Degree Certificate from Kyoto University in Japan 

Note that the year of 
birth is expressed in 
the Western calendar 
in contrast to the date 
of conferral below.

平成 24 年  = 24th year of the Heisei era or 1989 + 23 = 2012

3月 = 3rd month of the year 

26日 = 26th day of the month 

= March 26, 2012
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English Version of the Master’s Degree Certificate from Kyoto University Sample of a Master’s Degree Certificate from Kyoto University in Japan 

Note that the year of 
birth is expressed in 
the Western calendar 
in contrast to the date 
of conferral below.

平成 24 年  = 24th year of the Heisei era or 1989 + 23 = 2012

3月 = 3rd month of the year 

26日 = 26th day of the month 

= March 26, 2012
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English Version of the Transcript from Tokyo Metropolitan Toshima High SchoolSample of a Transcript from Tokyo Metropolitan Toshima High School in Japan 

Graduation Date:
平成 21 年  3月
3rd month of the 21st year 
of the Heisei era

1989+20 = 2009 or 
March 2009
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English Version of the Transcript from Tokyo Metropolitan Toshima High SchoolSample of a Transcript from Tokyo Metropolitan Toshima High School in Japan 

Graduation Date:
平成 21 年  3月
3rd month of the 21st year 
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The Hebrew Numbering System

Hebrew is written from right to left, so numbers are read in this direction as well. The numbering 
system makes use of the Hebrew alphabet. For example, the first 10 letters of the alphabet represent 
the numbers 1 - 10. The next 9 letters represent the numbers 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90, and 100. 
The remaining letters represent 200, 300 and 400. 

Numeral Hebrew Numeral Hebrew Numeral Hebrew

1 א 20 כ 200 ר
2 ב 30 ל 300 ש
3 ג 40 מ 400 ת
4 ד 50 נ
5 ה 60 ס
6 ו 70 ע
7 ז 80 פ
8 ח 90 צ
9 ט 100 ק
10 י

To indicate that it is a number rather than a word, a symbol is often placed. For numbers less than 
10, a geresh (׳) is often found after the number, when reading from right to left. For numbers 10 
and above, a gershayim (״) is often found in the second to last position, also when reading from 
right to left.

As an example, 18 is written as י״ח
Reading from right to left, it is 10 (י) + gershayim (״) + (ח) 8.

The number 767 in Hebrew is תשס״ז
The number can be broken down, from right to left, as 
.767 = (ז) 7 + (״) gershayim + (ס) 60 + (ש) 300 + (ת) 400
As shown in the example above, the numbers are typically written in decreasing order, from right to 
left. (However, with numbers 1000 and larger, the millennium is placed as the first character from 
the right.)

Jewish Calendar

Israel

The Jewish or Hebrew calendar is a luni-solar calendar, which combines the cycles of both the 
moon and sun. Its origins can be traced back to the Babylonian calendar and it is typically used 
on official documents in Israel. The Hebrew calendar can also be found referenced on educational 
records.
 
The Jewish year has approximately 354 days, made up of either 12 or 13 months, lasting 29-30 
days. Holidays fall on the same day every year; however, since the Jewish year is not the same 
length as a year on the Western calendar, the date shifts on the Western one. The new year, Rosh 
Hashanah, begins with the month of Tishri, which falls between September and October of the 
Western calendar. 

Months of the Hebrew Calendar

Hebrew English Transliteration Western Calendar Equivalent

תשרי Tishri September-October

חשון Cheshvan October-November

כסלו Kislev November-December

טבת Tevet December-January

שבט Shevat January-February

Adar I (leap years only)     אדר א‘ February-March

אדר יב Adar II (or Adar) February-March

ניסן Nissan March-April

אייר Iyar April-May

סיון Sivan May-June

תמוז Tammuz June-July

אב Av July-August

אלול Elul August-September

The Jewish calendar begins with the year the world was created. The counting of the age of the 
world is attributed to Hillel II in the fourth century, who presented a calendar that begins 3760 
years before the Western calendar. To convert the Jewish year to the Western calendar, subtract 
3760 (or 3761 for the first months of the year). For example, most of the Jewish year 5760 
corresponded to 2000 in the Western calendar; however, the beginning of 5760 was in 1999.
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right to left.
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The number 767 in Hebrew is תשס״ז
The number can be broken down, from right to left, as 
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left. (However, with numbers 1000 and larger, the millennium is placed as the first character from 
the right.)

Jewish Calendar
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The Jewish or Hebrew calendar is a luni-solar calendar, which combines the cycles of both the 
moon and sun. Its origins can be traced back to the Babylonian calendar and it is typically used 
on official documents in Israel. The Hebrew calendar can also be found referenced on educational 
records.
 
The Jewish year has approximately 354 days, made up of either 12 or 13 months, lasting 29-30 
days. Holidays fall on the same day every year; however, since the Jewish year is not the same 
length as a year on the Western calendar, the date shifts on the Western one. The new year, Rosh 
Hashanah, begins with the month of Tishri, which falls between September and October of the 
Western calendar. 
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Adar I (leap years only)     אדר א‘ February-March

אדר יב Adar II (or Adar) February-March

ניסן Nissan March-April
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The Jewish calendar begins with the year the world was created. The counting of the age of the 
world is attributed to Hillel II in the fourth century, who presented a calendar that begins 3760 
years before the Western calendar. To convert the Jewish year to the Western calendar, subtract 
3760 (or 3761 for the first months of the year). For example, most of the Jewish year 5760 
corresponded to 2000 in the Western calendar; however, the beginning of 5760 was in 1999.
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Sample of an Engineering Degree Certificate from 
Be’er Sheva Technological College in Israel

Enlargement of the Entry of the Date on the Diploma

Exceptions to the Numbering System

There are exceptions to the numbering system, the highlights of which have been summarized 
below:

15 ט״ו
16 ט״ז
500 ך
600 ם
700 ן
800 ף
900 ץ

Reading Dates in Hebrew

On official documents, the dates are often presented with the following indicators:
Year	 שנה 
Month 	 חודש 
Day	  יום 

When the Hebrew year is after 5000, oftentimes the 5 is omitted, in the same way a year is often 
abbreviated to the last two digits in the Western calendar (e.g., 2015 vs ’15). As an example, the 
Hebrew year 5767 may often be written in Hebrew as 767. 

year month day
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Sample of an Engineering Degree Certificate from 
Be’er Sheva Technological College in Israel

Enlargement of the Entry of the Date on the Diploma

Exceptions to the Numbering System

There are exceptions to the numbering system, the highlights of which have been summarized 
below:

15 ט״ו
16 ט״ז
500 ך
600 ם
700 ן
800 ף
900 ץ

Reading Dates in Hebrew

On official documents, the dates are often presented with the following indicators:
Year	 שנה 
Month 	 חודש 
Day	  יום 

When the Hebrew year is after 5000, oftentimes the 5 is omitted, in the same way a year is often 
abbreviated to the last two digits in the Western calendar (e.g., 2015 vs ’15). As an example, the 
Hebrew year 5767 may often be written in Hebrew as 767. 

year month day
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Translation of the Engineering Degree Certificate from Be’er Sheva 
Technological College

			   From right to left:
			   Year (שנה)
			   767 = (ז) 7 + (״) gershayim + (ס) 60 + (ש) 300 + (ת) 400
			   Year = 767 = abbreviation for 5767

			   From right to left:
			   Month (חודש)
			   Sivan (סיון)

			   From right to left:
			   On ב
			   Day ום
			   [alternate expression for 18]   (׳) geresh + (ח( 8 + )י) 10

Approximate conversion:
5767 – 3760 = 2007

Exact conversion: 
•	 Go to http://www.hebcal.com/converter/.
•	 Fill in the following:

¤¤ Year: 5767
¤¤ Day: 18
¤¤ Month: Sivan

•	 Western Calendar Equivalent:  June 4, 2007 
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Translation of the Engineering Degree Certificate from Be’er Sheva 
Technological College

From right to left:
Year (שנה)
767 = (ז) 7 + (״) gershayim + (ס) 60 + (ש) 300 + (ת) 400
Year = 767 = abbreviation for 5767

From right to left:
Month (חודש)
Sivan (סיון)

From right to left:
On ב
Day ום
[alternate expression for 18]   (׳) geresh + (ח( 8 + )י) 10

Approximate conversion:
5767 – 3760 = 2007

Exact conversion: 
•	 Go to http://www.hebcal.com/converter/.
•	 Fill in the following:

¤ Year: 5767
¤ Day: 18
¤ Month: Sivan

•	 Western Calendar Equivalent:  June 4, 2007 
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Translation of the Secondary Education Examination Certification from Libya

Note: The Libyan calendar of Gaddafi also counted from the birth of Mohammed (the year 570). 
The variations in dating had been a source of confusion, even for locals.

Libyan Calendar

Libya

During the period of his regime in Libya, Gaddafi revised the Islamic calendar so that it would date 
from the time of Mohammed’s death in 632 rather than the time of the Prophet’s emigration to 
Medina. This system of dating ended in 2011 when the revolution took place. To convert to the 
Western calendar, add 632 years. As an example, 1374 + 632 years = 2006.

Sample of a Secondary Education Examination Certificate from Libya

Examination Year: 1374 + 632 = 2006
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Libyan Calendar
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from the time of Mohammed’s death in 632 rather than the time of the Prophet’s emigration to 
Medina. This system of dating ended in 2011 when the revolution took place. To convert to the 
Western calendar, add 632 years. As an example, 1374 + 632 years = 2006.
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Months in Chinese

Chinese English

一月 January

二月 February

三月 March

四月 April

五月 May

六月 June

七月 July

八月 August

九月 September

十月 October

十一月 November

十二月 December

 
Numbers in Chinese

Chinese English Chinese English Chinese English

零 or Ｏ Zero 十三 Thirteen 二十六 Twenty-Six

一 or 壹 One 十四 Fourteen 二十七 Twenty-Seven

二 or 贰 Two 十五 Fifteen 二十八 Twenty-Eight

三 or 参 Three 十六 Sixteen 二十九 Twenty-Nine

四 or 肆 Four 十七 Seventeen 三十 Thirty

五 or 伍 Five 十八 Eighteen 三十一 Thirty-One

六 or 陆 Six 十九 Nineteen

七 or 柒 Seven 二十 Twenty

八 or 捌 Eight 二十一 Twenty-One

九 or 玖 Nineคม 二十二 Twenty-Two

十 or 拾 Ten 二十三 Twenty-Three

十一 Eleven 二十四 Twenty-Four

十二 Twelve 二十五 Twenty-Five

Republic of China Calendar

Taiwan

The Taiwanese calendar begins its system with the founding of the Republic of China (ROC), which 
is 1912. As an example, 2015 is the 104th year of the Republic. This system, also known as the 
minguo (民國 or “Country of the People”) calendar, was also previously used in mainland China 
until 1949, when the Western calendar was adopted.

Dates on diplomas from Taiwan often begin with the ROC designation 中華民國. They are then 
expressed in the following format:

•	 The designation for year (年) preceded by the number of the ROC year
•	 The designation for month (月) preceded by the number of the month within that year
•	 Example: 中華民國 93年 6月 is translated as the 6th month of the 93rd year of 		
	 the Republic

Transcripts from Taiwan, when referencing dates in the Minguo calendar system, also follow a 
similar format. However, the ROC designation of 中華民國 may be omitted.

To convert from the Taiwanese calendar to the Western one:
•	 Identify the ROC year: 93 年 = 93rd year of the ROC
•	 Add 1911 to that year: 93 + 1911 = 2004
•	 Identify the month within that year: 6月 = 6th month = June
•	  中華民國 93年 6月 is June 2004 in the Western calendar.

At times, the entire date may be expressed in Chinese, without the “Arabic” numerals (e.g., 六月

instead of 6月). The following charts have been provided as assistance for such instances.
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Republic of China Calendar

Taiwan

The Taiwanese calendar begins its system with the founding of the Republic of China (ROC), which 
is 1912. As an example, 2015 is the 104th year of the Republic. This system, also known as the 
minguo (民國 or “Country of the People”) calendar, was also previously used in mainland China 
until 1949, when the Western calendar was adopted.

Dates on diplomas from Taiwan often begin with the ROC designation 中華民國. They are then 
expressed in the following format:

•	 The designation for year (年) preceded by the number of the ROC year
•	 The designation for month (月) preceded by the number of the month within that year
•	 Example: 中華民國 93年 6月 is translated as the 6th month of the 93rd year of 		
	 the Republic

Transcripts from Taiwan, when referencing dates in the Minguo calendar system, also follow a 
similar format. However, the ROC designation of 中華民國 may be omitted.

To convert from the Taiwanese calendar to the Western one:
•	 Identify the ROC year: 93 年 = 93rd year of the ROC
•	 Add 1911 to that year: 93 + 1911 = 2004
•	 Identify the month within that year: 6月 = 6th month = June
•	  中華民國 93年 6月 is June 2004 in the Western calendar.

At times, the entire date may be expressed in Chinese, without the “Arabic” numerals (e.g., 六月

instead of 6月). The following charts have been provided as assistance for such instances.
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English Version of the Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from National 
Chengchi University

Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from National 
Chengchi University in Taiwan

	
中

華

民

國 

九

十  

三

年

六

月

Republic of China (ROC)

93rd year (of the ROC)  or  93 + 1911 = 2004

6th month  or  June

Date of Conferral  =  June 2004
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English Version of the Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from National 
Chengchi University

Sample of a Bachelor’s Degree Certificate from National 
Chengchi University in Taiwan

中

華

民

國 

九

十

三

年

六

月

Republic of China (ROC)

93rd year (of the ROC)  or  93 + 1911 = 2004

6th month  or  June

Date of Conferral  =  June 2004
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English Version of the Transcript from National Taiwan UniversitySample of a Transcript from National Taiwan University

Date of Conferral:
•	101年 6月
•	101st year of the ROC, 6th month 
•	101 + 1911  = 2012
•	June 2012

Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

mailto: institutions@ierf.org


82  |  IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates  |  83

English Version of the Transcript from National Taiwan UniversitySample of a Transcript from National Taiwan University

Date of Conferral:
•	101年 6月
•	101st year of the ROC, 6th month 
•	101 + 1911  = 2012
•	June 2012
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Months in the Iranian (Solar Hijri) Calendar

Month of the Year Farsi/Persian English Translation

1 فروردین Farvardin

2 اردیبهشت Ordibehesht

3 خرداد Khordad

4 تیر Tir

5 مرداد Mordad

6 شهریور Shahrivar

7 مهر Mehr

8 آبان Aban

9 آذر Azar

10 دی Dey

11 بهمن Bahman

12 اسفند Esfand

Solar Hijri Calendar

Iran

The current official calendar of Iran is referred to as the Solar Hijri (S.H.) calendar, which is marked 
by Mohammed’s emigration to Medina in A.D. 622, known as the Hijra. A year in the Solar Hijri or 
Persian calendar is comprised of twelve months. However, the first six months have 31 days, the 
next five have 30 days, and the last month has 29 days, with the exception of leap years. The new 
year begins in March of the Western calendar (during the March equinox). For an approximate 
conversion, add 621 years for the Western calendar.  As an example, 1388 + 621 years = 2009. For 
exact conversions, go to: http://payvand.com/calendar/. 

The date is often expressed in Farsi. The following charts have been provided as assistance for such 
instances.

Numbers in Farsi

0 ۰
1 ۱
2 ۲
3 ۳
4 ۴
5 ۵
6 ۶
7 ۷
8 ۸
9 ۹
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Month of the Year Farsi/Persian English Translation
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Solar Hijri Calendar

Iran

The current official calendar of Iran is referred to as the Solar Hijri (S.H.) calendar, which is marked 
by Mohammed’s emigration to Medina in A.D. 622, known as the Hijra. A year in the Solar Hijri or 
Persian calendar is comprised of twelve months. However, the first six months have 31 days, the 
next five have 30 days, and the last month has 29 days, with the exception of leap years. The new 
year begins in March of the Western calendar (during the March equinox). For an approximate
conversion, add 621 years for the Western calendar.  As an example, 1388 + 621 years = 2009. For 
exact conversions, go to: http://payvand.com/calendar/.

The date is often expressed in Farsi. The following charts have been provided as assistance for such 
instances.

Numbers in Farsi

0 ۰
1 ۱
2 ۲
3 ۳
4 ۴
5 ۵
6 ۶
7 ۷
8 ۸
9 ۹

Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

mailto: institutions@ierf.org


86  |  IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates |  87

Online Converters and Apps

There are a number of calendar converters available online. The ones referenced in this publication 
are only but a few of them. Also note that there are apps that provide similar services and are 
available for both the iPhone and Android devices. These may specialize in a particular calendar 
system or multiple systems. For example, the Calendar and Time Converter is available for the 
iPhone and iPad for free at:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/calendar-and-time-converter/id522001412?mt=8

When opened, it provides a list of calendar systems from which to choose:

For the Islamic calendar, you can enter the date to be converted in either Arabic or English:

It is handy to have such tools now available at one’s fingertips!

Sample of a Master’s Degree Certificate from Sharif University of Technology in Iran

Note: The Solar Hijri calendar is also used in Afghanistan. However, the academic records typically 
make use of the Gregorian calendar.

۱۳۸۸/۶/۱۸ or 1388/6/18 

Approximation: 1388 + 621 = 2009

Exact conversion: 

•	Go to http://payvand.com/calendar/. 
•	Click on: Convert from Persian Date
•	Year: 1388
•	Month: Shahrivar (6th month in the Solar Hijri year)
•	Day: 18
•	Western Calendar Equivalent: September 9, 2009
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There are a number of calendar converters available online. The ones referenced in this publication 
are only but a few of them. Also note that there are apps that provide similar services and are 
available for both the iPhone and Android devices. These may specialize in a particular calendar 
system or multiple systems. For example, the Calendar and Time Converter is available for the 
iPhone and iPad for free at:
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/calendar-and-time-converter/id522001412?mt=8 

When opened, it provides a list of calendar systems from which to choose:

For the Islamic calendar, you can enter the date to be converted in either Arabic or English:

It is handy to have such tools now available at one’s fingertips!

Sample of a Master’s Degree Certificate from Sharif University of Technology in Iran

Note: The Solar Hijri calendar is also used in Afghanistan. However, the academic records typically 
make use of the Gregorian calendar.

۱۳۸۸/۶/۱۸ or 1388/6/18 

Approximation: 1388 + 621 = 2009

Exact conversion: 

•	Go to http://payvand.com/calendar/. 
•	Click on: Convert from Persian Date
•	Year: 1388
•	Month: Shahrivar (6th month in the Solar Hijri year)
•	Day: 18
•	Western Calendar Equivalent: September 9, 2009

Accessed from the IERF Vault  |  Contact: institutions@ierf.org

mailto: institutions@ierf.org


88  |  IERF Index of Academic Calendars and Dates 

Summary Of Abbreviations and Calendar Designations

A.D.	 Anno Domini or In the Year of the Lord 

A.H.	 Anno Hegirae or After Hijrah (see Islamic calendar)

B.C.	 Before Christ

B.C.E.	 Before the Common Era or Before the Christian Era

B.E.	 Buddhist Era (see Buddhist calendar)

B.S.	 Bikram Samwat calendar

C.E.	 Common Era or Christian Era 

E.C.	 Ethiopian calendar 

G.C.	 Gregorian calendar 

S.H.	 Solar Hijri calendar 

V.S.	 Vikram Samvat calendar (see Bikram Samwat calendar)
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