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Changing Landscape in UK 
Higher Education 
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General Trends in UK student 
recruitment 

• 86% to experience American campus life and 

activities 

 

• 81% to learn about a new culture and broaden their 

horizons 

 

• 69% to enhance their CV 

 

• 60% quality of US universities 

 

Alexandra Latham, Arizona State 

University 



 

• 90% of UK students state that the US is their first choice destination for study abroad 

• 2013 saw our largest ever USA College Day fair with over 165 exhibitors & 4,000 
attendees 

– More than double the attendees from 2009 

– 50% increase in exhibitors from 2009 

– 42 new universities in 2013 

– Diversity of institutions 

• US-UK Fulbright website (http://www.fulbright.org.uk/) 

– A 60% increase in new visitors to our website between 2012 and present  

– A 50% increase in unique page views to the US Study between 2012  
and present 

• The number of students taking US admissions tests in the UK has increased 

Key Facts UK Student Interest: 

http://www.fulbright.org.uk/


What do we know about these students? 
 

From USA College Day 2013 attendee data: 

 

• 49% UK independent schools  

• 36% UK state school sector (increase of 

10% in last two years) 

• 6% international and American schools 

 

• 70% UK nationals 

• 16% US nationals or dual citizens 

• 14% EU citizens or Other 

 

• Over 50% were applying for 2015 and 

beyond 

 



Distribution of qualifications in 
the UK 
From USA College Day 2011- 2013 attendee data: 

 

• 5% decrease in A-levels 

• 8% decrease in IB 

 

• Has been an increase in other types of qualifications (1-4%)  

• BTEC 

• Scottish Highers 

• Pre-U 

 



UK exam boards offering I/GCSE & A Levels 



GCSE – general changes in England 

Heavier assessment times 

Grading likely to be reported on a scale of 1-9 (9 being highest) 

plus Ungraded 

Linear assessment 

More focus on 

understanding and less on 

memorisation 

Reduced internal 

assessment 

Tiering will disappear in 

most cases 

 



Until September 2010, all Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses only   

    available to independent sector schools 

Now more than 2000 UK schools are teaching Cambridge  

    IGCSE syllabuses 

22 Cambridge IGCSE syllabuses are accredited by Ofqual 

Syllabuses approved and funded for UK state schools are  

    known as Cambridge International Level 1 / Level 2  

    Certificates 

 

 

 

Cambridge IGCSE in the UK 



What are the implications for admissions? 

Need to know what grades will be required using the new 1-

9 scale 

Current consultation is suggesting Grade 4 will be 

comparable to Grade C 

Fewer top grades will be awarded 



A level reform – general changes in England 

A level qualifications will  

be linear 

include more synoptic assessment 

have reduced internal assessment 

 

AS level qualifications will 

Be standalone (decoupled from the A level) 

remain at the current standard 

not contribute to A level 

 



Outside England 

Wales likely to continue with modular A Levels 

Northern Ireland not yet decided 



A level reform – exam sittings 

One exam series in England each year, in May/June, for all 

A levels, from now onwards 

no January examination from 2014  onwards 

 

Wales and Northern Ireland governments are still to decide 

UK exam boards are providing one exam series a year 

for students across the whole of the UK. 

 



A level reform – 2015 specifications 

 The following 14 (top entry) subjects are being redeveloped for first 

teaching in September 2015 with syllabuses ready by September 

2014 and first assessment in 2017. 

 

Art & Design   English Literature 

Biology    English Lang and Lit 

Business Studies  *Geography 

Chemistry   History 

Computing   Physics 

Economics   Psychology 

English Language  Sociology 

 

* Geography now delayed by one year to first teaching 2016 



What are the implications for admissions? 

Unlikely to have AS results to use in making decisions 

Can use GCSE results plus forecast grades for A Levels 

There is no advantage to teachers or students to pitch 

forecast grades too high or too low because of the way 

conditional offers in the UK work. 



What does all this mean for Cambridge 

International Examinations? 

We will not make any changes in the short term e.g. grading 

will remain as it currently is, AS will continue 

We will review the situation on a regular basis 

 IGCSE and AS/A Level will continue to have November and 

June series (and March for India) 

Many of the reforms being introduced are already in place 

with Cambridge credentials e.g. 

 Are already linear, not modular 

 Already embed Maths in other subjects e.g. Physics 

 Already have the depth required  

 Already ensure practical skills in Science are covered 



A-levels 

Of the 2200 applications received, 1189 (54%) 

teacher reference letters responded ‘yes’ to the 

question ‘Does your school limit the number of AS 

or A-level subjects students can complete?’  

Some schools limit to 3, some 4, and 5, but the 

key point is this is something that should be 

clarified on the transcript if it is not explicitly stated. 

 

 

 

*Information from 2014 Sutton Trust cohort 

 



BTEC Qualifications 

Andrej Molchan, IERF 



Other Pre-University Qualifications 

• BTECs 

• Cambridge Pre-University Diploma 

• Scottish Standards and Highers 

• Welsh Baccalaureate 

• Access to Higher Education 

• Foundation Year Certificate 

• International Baccalaureate and Advanced Placement 



A Bit of History: 
ONCs, ONDs, HNCs, HNDs → BTECs 

• Most known among the vocational and technical 
qualifications in Britain 
 

• Date back to 1921, under different professional 
associations 
 

• Finally phased out by BTEC (merger of TEC and BEC) 
qualifications in 1983  
 

• BTECs awarded by Edexcel from 1996 to 2013, now 
awarded by Pearson 
 

• Reorganized against the NQF in 2002 
 

• Redeveloped and renamed for the QCF around 2010 
 

 



BTECs 
• A-Levels are the predominant entry-level qualification, 

BTECs are next 
• More emphasis is placed on coursework as opposed to 

on timed exams 
• Subject areas are more applied, with strong progression 

routes in:  
 Computing 
 Engineering 
 Business 
 Healthcare 
 Education 

• BTEC learners tend to be at an older age or have had a 
break in their education 

• 62% obtain a degree before age of 27 
 

 

 



BTEC Records 



BTEC Records – Newer Format 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BTEC 

    

United States 

Distinction* (D*)   A+ = 4.00 

Distinction (D)   A = 4.00 

Merit (M)   B = 3.00 

Pass (P)   C = 2.00 

Ungraded (U)   F = 0.00 

BTECs 

Grading Scheme 



  BTEC Qualifications Table: Entry Level through Level 2 

LEVEL NQF NAME  
QCF NAME 

as of September 2010 
CREDIT 

GUIDED LEARNING 
HRS 

APPROXIMATION 

E 
(Foundation 

Learning) 

BTEC Entry Level Certificates 
(Certificate in Life Skills / 

Certificate in Skills for 
Working Life) 

BTEC Entry Level 
Qualifications (E3) 

Award/Certificate/Diploma 

Variable     

BTEC Entry Level 
Qualifications 

BTEC Entry Level Specialist 
Qualifications 

Variable     

1 
(Foundation 

Learning) 

Level 1 BTEC Introductory 
Certificate 

BTEC Level 1 Certificate Variable 180 GCSE (D-G) 

Level 1 BTEC Introductory 
Diploma 

BTEC Level 1 Diploma Variable 360 GCSE (D-G) 

Level 1 BTEC Qualifications 
BTEC Level 1 Specialist 

Qualifications 
Variable     

2 
(Firsts) 

  BTEC Level 2 Certificate 15 90 1 GCSE (A*-C) 

Level 2 BTEC First Certificate 
BTEC Level 2 Extended 

Certificate 
30 180 2 GCSEs (A*-C) 

Level 2 BTEC First Diploma BTEC Level 2 Diploma 60 360 4 GCSEs (A*-C) 

Level 2 BTEC Qualifications 
BTEC Level 2 Specialist 

Qualifications 
Variable     



BTEC Qualifications Table: Level 3  

LEVEL NQF NAME  
QCF NAME 

as of September 2010 
CREDIT 

GUIDED LEARNING 
HRS 

APPROXIMATION 

3 
(Nationals) 

  BTEC Level 3 Certificate 30 180 1 AS-Level 

Level 3 BTEC National Award 
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary 

Diploma 
60 360 1 A-Level 

  
BTEC Level 3 90-Credit 

Diploma 
90   540 1.5 A-Levels 

Level 3 BTEC National 
Certificate 

BTEC Level 3 Diploma 120 720 2 A-Levels 

  
BTEC Level 3 Foundation 

Diploma in Art and Design 
150 600 2 A-Levels 

Level 3 BTEC National 
Diploma 

BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma 

180 1080 3 A-Levels 

Level 3 BTEC Qualifications 
BTEC Level 3 Specialist 

Qualifications 
Variable     



Examination UCAS Tariff Points 

BTEC Level 3 Certificate (grades D* - P) 70-20 

BTEC Level 3  Subsidiary Diploma  
  (grades D* - P) 

140-40 

BTEC Level 3 90-Credit Diploma  
  (grades D*D* - PP) 

210-60 

BTEC Level 3 Diploma (grades D*D* - PP) 280-80 

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma  
  (grades D*D*D* - PPP) 

420-120 

UCAS Tariff Points 



BTEC Grading 



BTEC Grading 



BTEC Qualifications Table: Levels 4 - 8  
 

LEVEL 
NQF NAME  

QCF NAME 

as of September 2010 
CREDIT 

GUIDED LEARNING 
HOURS 

APPROXIMATION 

4 
(Higher 

Nationals) 

  
BTEC Level 4 Higher 
National Certificate 

120     

  
BTEC Level 4 Foundation 
Diploma in Art & Design 

120     

Level 4 BTEC Professional 
Qualifications 

BTEC Level 4 Professional 
Qualifications 

Variable   
Certificate of Higher 

Education 

5 
(Higher 

Nationals) 

Level 5 BTEC Higher 
National Certificate 

BTEC Level 5 Higher 
National Certificate 

150 600 

Foundation Degrees, 
Diploma of Higher 

Education 

Level 5 BTEC Higher 
National Diploma 

BTEC Level 5 Higher 
National Diploma 

240 960 

Foundation Degrees, 
Diploma of Higher 

Education 

Level 5 BTEC Professional 
Qualifications 

BTEC Level 5 Professional 
Qualifications 

Variable   
Diploma of Higher 

Education 

6 Level 6 BTEC Professional 
Qualifications 

BTEC Level 6 Professional 
Qualifications 

Variable   
Undergraduate 

Degree 

7 Level 7 BTEC Advanced 
Professional Qualifications 

BTEC Level 7 Professional 
Qualifications 

Variable   Graduate Level 

8         Doctorate Degree 



BTEC Level 5 Record 



University of South Florida Practical 
Applications 

 

Hannah Lowenthal 



Legitimate Qualifications 

• International Mail Process 

• Protocols – Qualification Database 

• Accredited qualification Awarding Body 

• International Credential Evaluation- Samples 

• Next steps 

• Goals 

  

 



 



Practical Applications    1 
 

• Making admissions decisions based on 
predicted results 

– GPA Re-calculation 

• Policies and Procedures 

• Understanding the impact of the examination 
results for 

– Admission 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Practical Applications    2 
 

  

 

• Advanced Standing 

• University challenges 
– Foreign educational system 

– Staff evaluation skills 

– Lack of policy 

– Mixed credentials 

 

 

 



 
 
 

A levels policy 
 
 

  

• Different factors associated with 
accepting/denying A levels 

 

– State issues 

– Institutional issues 

– Departmental issues 

 

 



Free Online Resources 

 NAFSA Online Guide to Great Britain 
http://www.nafsa.org/_/File/_/ges/Great%20Britain.p
df  
 IQAS International Education Guide to the United 

Kingdom 
http://iae.alberta.ca/documents/WIA/WIA-
IM_iqas_uk_profile.pdf  
 NUFFIC Country Module on the United Kingdom 
http://www.nuffic.nl/en/library/country-module-
united-kingdom.pdf  
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Resources in Print 

 The Educational System of the United Kingdom 
(2006) by AACRAO 

 British Qualifications (2013) by Kogan Publishers 

 PIER Workshop Report: The Educational System of 
the United Kingdom (1991) 

 World Education Series: United Kingdom (1976) 

 

 

 




