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INTRODUCTION AND  S€®,
RATIONALE FOR THE SESSION

e Palestinian and Iraqi refugees: where are
they and what kind of access to education do
they have?

e Discussion of Document Fraud

e Promotion of EducationUSA Centers as
Partners

educ.atuzmusmz~r " guide to U.S. higher educatio
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REFUGEES AND @
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS

“a refugee has crossed an international
border and has sought refuge in a country
other than his own, whereas an IDP Is
trying to find safety and refuge within his
country,” United Nations Relief and Works

Agency

Education USA ‘ your guide to U.S. higher education
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Where are the Iraqi Refugees?

Displaced Iragis in the Region® Iraqi Refugees Elsewhere in the World, 1 Jan. 2007

Syria 1.2-1.4 mallaon Germany 36,200 | US. 19,800 | Bulgaria 12060
Jordan 500,000-7 50,000 UK 32,000 | Switzerland 5,000 | Austria 1.200
Egvpt Up to 70,000 Netherlands 21.800 | Canada 4.000 | Greece 320
Iran >7,000 Sweden 23,600 | Finland 1.600 | New Zealand 820
Lebanon 20-40, 000 Australia 11,100 | Italy 1.300 | Armenia 460
Turkey 10,000 Denmark 9 900 | France 1.30¢0 | Romania 450
Gulf States 200 000 Norway 8. 700 | Hungary 1.200 | Ireland 340

¥ Eotimnates inchyde recogmized refugear, asyium seekers and other Tragis who oure be in nead of intermational protection. Diata subpect te Segquess revizion.
Check wrww unher ;g forupdates.

*% Latest figuaes avalable are for 1 Jan, 2007, For wost Furopean comties and the US, UNECR estunates me based on asyhum-sesher recogmition and
resettlernent anvels soce L9997 For Camada, Austaliz & Wew Zealmd UNECK esiimates aie based oo asvium-seeher recogmtion and resenlement
amvals suce 2002 (See over for 2006/ 2007 asyhem application Dpwes

ONE IN FIVE IRAQIS HAS
BEEN DISPLACED
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COUNTRIES COVERED ™=

 Home Countries (lraq, Palestinian
Authority)

* Host Countries (Syria, Jordan,

Lebanon)
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QUESTIONS ASKED ™+

 How can universities evaluate credentials from a
variety of school systems? \What are these
systems? What are the challenges?

« What should universities be looking for and what
can they expect? If a student says they cannot
get their documents, how can the university

determine if this is indeed the case?

Education USA ‘ your guide to U.S. higher education
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EFFECTS OF CONFLICT ON
HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

Traci Wells, Ph.D.
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THEMES RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.

ADDRESSED *

o

(redentials Evaluation Service

. Limited Access of Refugees to Higher Education

. Educational Assistance for Refugees from
UNRWA and the UNHCR

. Varying Levels of Refugee Inclusion/Exclusion in

Education at Home and in Host Countries

Making sense of international credentials
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ACCESS

 Missing Documentation

(redentials Evaluation Service

« Lack of knowledge about foreign credentials (host
countries) or about the evaluation process (refugees)

 Expense of the evaluation process

 Schools and employers may not recognize the

credentials

Making sense of international credentials
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EDUCATIONAL P& oice e i0iinarion, inc.

ASSISTANCE #

 UN-sponsored provision through secondary level,
but sometimes limited to the primary level

« United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
for Palestinians: est.1949, 2.7 million today

(redentials Evaluation Service

* United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) for Iraqis

Making sense of international credentials
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Varying Levels of Educatlonal Inclusion and
Exclusion at Home and in Host Countries:

* Irag
* Palestinian Authority
* Syria

 Jordan

 Lebanon




INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
RESEARCH Bl et ivci rouNoATioN, IN

D AT A " (redentials Evaluation Service

Organizations that deal with refugees

Interviews with EducationUSA Advisors in the
Middle East

What is happening in each of the five countries?

Making sense of international credentials
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IRAQ E RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.

 Road blocks, security issues, infrastructure

(redentials Evaluation Service

« Sectarianism in universities
« Large numbers of Iraqi academics killed (see site)
« C(Class cancellations and student absences

 Many graduates have left without diplomas

 Desperate situations: diploma fraud

Making sense of international credentials



Academics Killed in Irag

= http:fAwww. brusselstribunal.orgfacademicsList. him - Windows Internet Explorer,

&5 o
i— y

File Edit ‘Wiew  Faworites Tools Help

':'.',' hitkp: f P brusselstribunal. orgf academicsList . hkm el | || 2 | auncil For Assisting Refugee Academics | =

C-GLJSIE (| =iragi student praject | Go < [ a5 E‘ ~ 9% Bookmarksw @] 1242 blocked A::E" Check, - I::;'.ISettinQSv
- — _ ~ 3
v ohF I-:.:-http:,I',I'www.hrusselstrihunal.Drg,l'academicsList.htm l l 'i;:}i' - Bl o .'_T}‘P'EQE = (L F Tools -
L
woww brusselstribunal .org/Academics.. List of killed, threatened or kidnapped Iraqi Acac
Link to this list: http: / fwww. brusselstribunal.org facademicslist.htm

Important notice: when copying or referring to this list, please always mention the source.

*Linktoalistof 1032 Killed Iraqgi academics, in Arabic, compiled by the Association of University Lecturers [FDF]
A - List of killed Iraqi academics

Nr Mame Profession / incident University
Prof. Dr. , PhD. in Preventive Medicine; Specialist in Depleted
1 Aalim Abdul Hameed Uranium health effects on al Basrah populakion; Dean of Medicine Baghdad Mustansirivah |
College at the Mustansiriea University,
Z Aamir Ihrahiny Hamza #ig:;uiiinadn en Ingenieria Eleckranica, profesor del Instituko Baghdad L
3 Abbas Kadhem Al-Hashinni Prof. Dr. ,Baghdad University Baghdad L
Prof. Dr. , PhD. in Humanities; Faculty member at Baghdad
4 Abbass al-Attar Ulniver sity, Baghdad L
5 Abdel Al Muninm Abdel Mayad Licenciado v profesor de la Universidad de Basora, Basra 1
=] Abdel Gani Assaadun Licenciado v profesor de la Universidad de Basora. sib Basra |
7 Abdel Husein Jabuk Dockor and professor ak Baghdad University Baghdad L
a Abdel Jabar Al Maimi qunn;aull'un de la Facultad de Hurnanidades de la Universidad de Mosyl |
Q Abdel Salam Saba Dockor in Sociology, professaor akt Baghdad University Baghdad 1
10 Abdl-Kareem Mekhlef Salib PhO, in .ﬂ.tjabic_Language, lecturer in collage of Education &L- Al-Anbar L
Anbar Universiky
PraF M Pk M in Plank Prakeckinn =k T allease F Savienilknvs and b
< >
&8 Internet L 100% -

Zonnec, .. r [l'.‘!-: 3 Micr... ﬂ'_" htkpefy. .. r @ Microso
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N OT E S N Credentials Evaluation Service
* The higher education situation worsened after
2003

« Security issues, universities hit by suicide
bombers, especially in Baghdad

« Limited fax, web or mail to verify documents

« Difficulty transferring to other universities in the
Middle East

 Sweden has provided free education

Making sense of international credentials
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PALESTINIAN m RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.

AUTHORITY #

« Military checkpoints (560 in just the West Bank)
« UNRWA: Productive, but limited to schools

« Schools are overcrowded and impoverished

(redentials Evaluation Service

 Universities closed, military raids, and roadblocks

« Higher education is expensive for refugees

« Some programs are only offered in the West Bank

Making sense of international credentials
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Making sense of international credentials
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« Scholarship recipients from Gaza weren’t able to
attend their host institutions

« Despite difficulties sometimes experienced in
accessing universities, records are safe and
accessible

* University access is competitive, so students
may go abroad to Syria and Jordan if they can’t
get into universities in the region

Making sense of international credentials
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SYRIA

 Most Palestinians are registered with the UNRWA
« Palestinians have mostly same rights as Syrians
« Palestinians can attend Syrian schools

* lIraqi children often don’t have access to Syrian
schools due to costs and lack of documentation

(redentials Evaluation Service

« Higher education is also too expensive for most
« Syrian curriculum is different from the Iragi one

* lraqis don’'t have the same employment rights as
Syrians

Making sense of international credentials
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NOTES Kk
« UNHCR has increased staffing

 Funding issues

(redentials Evaluation Service

« Difficulties in getting documents
« Advisors can’t verify documents

« Students have to be in Iraqg to apply for Iraqi

Fulbright grants

Making sense of international credentials
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(redentials Evaluation Service

« Palestinians make up more than half the population

* Iraqi refugees from 1990-present (many
unregistered)

 Closed Borders: Iraqis have to pay deposit

« Palestinians have more access to Jordanian public
schools than Iraqis

« Universities have quotas for foreign students and
require them to pay twice as much

Making sense of international credentials
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INTERVIEW m RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.

NOTES v

« Borders tightened due to large influx of Iraqis

(redentials Evaluation Service

« Forgeries from young Iraqis have been rampant
« MOE in Iraq operating from a yahoo address
« EducationUSA advisors cannot verify

« People with MD degrees who couldn’t speak English

« EducationUSA center needs to be a safe place

Making sense of international credentials
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LEBANON

« “does not consider itself an asylum country”

(redentials Evaluation Service

 Many of the Iraqis in the country don’t have valid visas

« UNHCR and UNRWA provide primary and secondary
education, but there are only three high schools

 Refugees have little access to non-UN education

 Refugees can study whatever they want, but they are

restricted from working in many professional fields

Making sense of international credentials
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War began in early 1970s
Between 1976 and 1980, schools were destroyed

In the early 1980s, the Baccalaureate examinations
were sometimes cancelled by the Ministry

Schools also destroyed following July 2006 bombing

The Arab University hosts the majority of
Palestinians, but is still too expensive for most

Tatwir Scholarship (USAID) for Iragis to do an MPA

Making sense of international credentials
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www.unhcr.org (UNHCR)
nttp://www.un.org/unrwa/english.html (UNRWA)
www.usip.org (United States Institute of Peace)
http://chronicle.com (The Chronicle of Higher Education)
www.refugeesinternational.org (Refugees International)
www.hrw.org (Human Rights Watch)

www.refugees.org (US Committee for Refugees and

Immigrants)
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Informatie Beheer Groep
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Introduction




Tackling Diploma Fraud in the Netherlands




Application Form

1 O N AN A

4 Signature

4.1 | grant the |B-Groep per- L] Yes
mission to make inquiries " No
about my educational o
documents at the foreign
educational authority re-
sponsible for issuing these
documents.

4.2 | grant the 1B-Groep
permission to investigate
the authenticity of the edu-
cational document(s) and
identity card registered in
my name.

| declare that | completed this application truthfully and that the diplomal(s) submitted by me have been issued to me in the
country of origin according to the locally prevailing regulations. The diploma(s) hereby submitted has/have been obtained at
the institution/institutions stated on this diploma/these diplomas and has/have been received by me personally from this
institution/these institutions.

On request, | will submit the original documents that are legalized or bear an Apostille stamp.
| am proficient in the English language and have understood the present text. Any parts of this text that 1 did not understand,
| had translated in my national language, after which | understood the text completely.

applicant’s signature




What are we looking for in Documents?




US Transcripts used to check Authenticity




Bank Notes worldwide use same

Individual  serial a Shadow image of H. M.
Queen Elizabeth Il

9 Fern matches &%,

both sides

2 Oraised

oTra nsparent window printing

@Micm-printi ng




Many Countries do not protect Transcripts




Security Features Personal “Transcript”:
NC

Frewllies gu & A sl L d foriey

Bestemd voor kandidaat, ; E, " FN AT, '
om mee te brengen . 49'1"- Jl' g /')f"'- T .
op het examen

‘!l an T 0111
Tentamen a!gonomon aan: Herman de Leeuw

P,S, van Konings

Tnleiding islam (Ldfﬂ?:rﬁ? ff#ﬁ-ffif)

rm

Door:
Vak:

Examen:
T Y : 8 7]
Ultslag: Beslaap In een cijler: 8 _//

Datum: 15.1, 81 Paraaf: /




“Security Feature”: Watermark




“Security Feature” Diploma:




Security Features Passport: Guilloche

LR R N R N R N c--rq-nu-qt-_w cccccccc

-.,.,,.d.-u..‘ﬁ

L-u-hhlhf

oriedattﬁh--/ “Da.te de nalsaanqe l Dat




Diploma Bank




Screen shot Diploma Bank

& Edison IBG

Raadplegen
[Dwtoms
Onderwijsinstelling: Argentinié - Buenos Aires - Instituto Superior de
Onderwijsinstelling: _ Instituto Superiar de Educacian Fisica Mo "Dr. ..
Plaats: Buenos Aires
Plaats: Buenos Aires
Land: Argentinié Document Document Cocument
Land: ARS4 - Argentinié
Cpleidingsdacument: _ Titulo de Profesora Macional de Educacion Fisica
Indlcatle_t_’: _ - - iy,
Cmschrijving: Argentinie - Buenos A - Inst. Sup. de Educ. Fisi...
Faculteit
Zoek - E
Ciacurment Docurment Crocument Diacurment

Specifieke documentkenmerken

Document
Farmaatvan het document thx b, in mm: 146x 210 Docurment
Hoeken: Rechie hoek
Kaft aanwezig: MNee
Inhoud {excl. kaft)
Soort materiaal: Fapier
Optisch dood (alleen hij papier): Jda
Drukmethiode andergrand: Offset
Kleur ondergrond: Elauw, Groen, Roze
Drukmethode opdruk: Flaatdruk
Eleur opdruk: Fwart
Wijze van personalisering: Handmatig
Dubbelzijdig bedrukt: Ja

Schriftsoort: Latijn




Security features




Thank you for your Attention!

http://www.ierf.org/article-Leeuw.asp

http://www.nafsa.org/ /Document/ /forensics of academi
c.pdf

http://www.eaie.nl/pdf/F91art12.pdf
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Recognition and
Recertification of
Qualifications

Emily Tse
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B a c kg ro u n d ‘\' Credentials Evaluation Service

Evaluations based on complete, official records
Incomplete documentation or lack thereof
Communication difficult

Access denied to particular religious or ethnic groups
Institution of study closed

Unemployment or underemployment

Making sense of international credentials
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= Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications
concerning Higher Education in the European Region

= 1997 by UNESCO and Council of Europe

= Section VIl calls for procedures for fair assessment of
qualifications, including refugees who lack
documentation

Making sense of international credentials
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G u I d e I I n es \" (redentials Evaluation Service

» Guidelines may not always be viable
= Different circumstances call for different approaches

» Use a variety of measures to verify dates and
student’s history

Making sense of international credentials
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" (redentials Evaluation Service
Measures
= Sworn statements
= |nterviews
= Competence examinations
= Portfolio

* Prior learning assessment




NOKUT’s Application Form

E) Higher education

Admitted

month/year:
Graduated
month/year: | Institution/university Locality/country | Name of diploma/degree

Adm.:

Grad.:

Adm.;

Grad.:

Is your education completed and passed? ~ YesL] Noll

Nominal length of full-time study for your education? Years




Explanation for posstble mterruptions, delays or non-completion of your education

Specialization / subject / field of study

What were the admisston requirements for your education? (For example secondary school andlor
enfrance/screening examination)




G) Work practice or professional training embedded in the education
Were there any periods of work practice included as an itegral part of your education?

Yes|| NolJ
Ifno, pass on to H

If yes, was work practice a compulsory requirement in your education? ~ Yes ) Nol

When (in the | Duration
Location/employer | Work tasks in the practice period | course of (number of
for practice stage study) weeks)




H) Thesis/project
Did your education include a thesis, project or larger independent written paper? Yes[] No [l

Did your education include a group assignment/project? Yes[] Noll
If No, pass on to I.

Answer the following questions if you wrote a thesis or completed a project

Name of thesis/project:

Nominal period of time set apart for thesis / project work: Months

Number of pages: Prescribed number of pages:

A brief abstract/description of the content of the thesis/project
(For example theme, hypothesis (-ses), research method, important findings, conclusions, etc.)
(Please use an extra sheet if you need more space.)




M) Reconstruction of course descriptions

Please reconstruct your course descriptions to the best of your ability. . .Under "Relative importance of the subject”
you can specify the number of contact hours or lectures per week and/or the number of credits awarded for the
subject. If you do not have a precise memory of this, you may indicate whether it was more or less important, a
larger or a smaller course, and whether it was compulsory or optional.

No. Name of subject/topic/course: Text book(s) / reading list:

During which semester(s) and/or academic year(s) did you | Relative importance of the subject?
read this subject?

Brief description of the content of the course:
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Supporting
Evidence

= Professional license
» Statements from employers
= Statements from teachers

» Lists of admitted, registered or graduated students

= Student ID cards, registration / enrollment slips,
tuition receipts

= Course catalogue, syllabi

Making sense of international credentials



Course Catalogue

THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ

UNIVERSITY OF BAGHDAD

CATALOGUE 1967 - 1968




Sample: Sociology Program

Sociology Department
Course of Stwdy

First “Year
Hours per Weealk

Suabjeot

Arab Sociedy
ITntrodnotion
Social FHeoomommics
Fayvocholooy

FEFonglish TLanguag-e
Arxabic Tanomagse

Islamic History
Tt ]

ER R ] S i o Do g

e buunap

Second Y ear
Hounrs paer "W eesl

Subject
Socaoclogry
Socianl Problemis
A nthropology
Tracgga Sociedy
English T.mazsriiogese
Arabic Timreceiem e
Fesyochologry

ol IO TR

N

Total

Third Year
er Weelk

Swubject Flowmrs &
Family =
Fopualation &
Sowinl Thoosht =+
Crim imology i |
Mathods of Rescoarch =
Hurnl & Hedwin Navetovl orer s o

Mot l 18




Sociology Department & Degree

Codlege ol Aoris
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Pericod of Stoads . 4 W emoars
T e prerrenes O e moraledd . A
Acacleamn i e praorbars e ts
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N nun - rnen | i =ran

B e el st et §oee

IVpr., Joanmeial SHaid

ENERAUNK

T heoumm
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Course Syllabi

THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

FOR IRACQI UNIVERSITIES

CURRICULUM AND SYLLABI
FOR IRAQlI MEDICAL
COLI ECES « UNIVERSITY
OF BAGHDAD , MOSUL & BASRAH

1978



Sample: Medical Program

A5
Subject: FPhysiologyry {(Theor—w)
Hours per wael: L5
Toecael Ho. of houars: C1S0) x
Secester: TiErstc & sSsecornd
=g ERA T, DY S OEOCE 8 hes

- —“edicecor dilution, Fick principle, clearance, acid—base

cRriGnocc ., therooreg” T=tion, ocell plLl, _ology

= THE RERVOUS SYSTEM (28 hrs)
E - LER S gl I SR Bl of - meurmone , meaembrane eguilibiroum. restingsg potbtenti=_ .
= o oas LW impulse, sSrNnnapsese A sSynapbic Trap_wission. chemical |

e ransmi tEer, CHS, functionzsl =anatctooy, reflex actbtiwvity ., Srain

5k e, craniall Dervwes . fhalamsu ard hypothalamas , casal nuElei=

= st rals nemidspheraes the l1limbic system, Dotbtor amd sSsensory

. WSt oT, pPpain, kRearing ., olfmaction and memory . thhe autonomic
maorrTouss SsSyrysbem

-EE TOCOMITIVE SYSTEM L6 rra ) Z

— e uneTional anatomyy , StGtructure of muscles, aacbic Ssod oy osSiou,

Cchharatceristics of muscalar contraction, fatigue, heot

v T I o, oxjrgen sSsmpp Ly o muscles, tihve ccntr&ﬁ%ion.Process=

v ocouscnLloar Junctiomn and transmission, physiocology of bone

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM C19 hrs))

- Funocrionaol anatoomy , respiratory function, mecheanics of

nﬁ‘

] B

croathinsg, respiratory work, pDpulmonary wventilabion, control

wuf Brceathing, tramasport of gas by blood, distribution of 5
comoon dioxide and oxysgen and their diffusion, non—respiratory
Tunctiong

s - & GCASTROINTEFESTINLL SY ST EM i = hays )
= Puncrional anatomy, salivary glands, s=ssophagus, peritoneum,

Fro=sch , soaid EFntestbine., lLar-ge intestine, ut mchili%y eund

- Are cooptbtrol, dintestinal sSthsorpbion and excrebtion, pancreas,
liwer, defecatiaon =md womi G i s

CaRDIOWVASCULAR S ST T (265 hrs) -

= Punctiocon=al anatomy ., cardiac cocycle, cardiac owvtput, mechanical
Pressure and electrical changes, the arteries, arterial blood

(o eand pressure, microcirculation, lymph & lymphatic system,
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(redentials Evaluation Service

= Lapse of time
* Foreign language and culture
= Lack of finances
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S O I u tl o n s (redentials Evaluation Service

* Provisional / conditional admission

* Remediation courses / bridge programs
= Mentoring programs

» Scholarships and fee waivers

Making sense of international credentials



RMIT, Australia: Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology

= RMIT - Refugee Access Scheme - Windows Internet Explorer | =: .
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Home E

#»  About the Refugee Access Scheme = Informe

» How does the Refugee Access Scheme worky o Gurre
= Finding out about programs = }E}c
# TAFE or University? TAFE and University? I:@
= wiho is eligible )

#» If wou are applying for a university progran "?;5
#= If vou are applying for a TAFE program = —
= When are applications due? = L - Lok
7 Studying at RMIT Refugee Access Scheme »
# How ta apply _ Mentoring Program .
#» The Refugee Access Scheme Mentoring Program =

#»  Frequently asked questions
# Zoantack us

Ex

About the Refugee Access Scheme

=

The Refugee Access Scheme (RAS) is for refugees and asylum seekers applying for higher
education and TAFE studies at BRMIT. RMIT supports access to education for people who hold I
Temporary Protection “isas and Bridging Yisas, through this Equity Admissions Scheme. %
) . . e . - &l o
< | I S
~

&P Internet L 100% v
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Examples of
Good Practice

= University Assistance Fund, Netherlands
= DAFI Scholarship Program, Germany
Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative
administered through UNHCR
» CARA, United Kingdom
Council for Assisting Refugee Academics
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Institutions )

» University of Arkansas at Little Rock

* Jragi Student Project

= Scholar Rescue Fund, IIE

» Fulbright Scholarship Program

* The Hope Fund (collaborates with AMIDEAST)

Making sense of international credentials




In 2006, 4-year scholarships were
awarded to Palestinian refugees by Bryn
Mawr and Washington & Lee University,
worth over $45,000 each year.
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» The System of Education in Iraq, 1999

Danish Refugee Council
= Higher Education in Iraq, 2003

Swedish National Agency for Higher Education
» [srael and the Occupied Territories, 1987

World Education Series, AACRAO
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We would like to thank the following organizations for
the use of their photos and statistics. . .

= www.unhcr.org (UNHCR)
= hitp://www.un.org/unrwa/english.html (UNWRA)
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= http://www.brusselstribunal.org/academicsList.htm (Brussels
Tribunal)
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